1960

County Senior Hurling Championship

Round-1

May 8, 1960
Riverstown


Blackrock 6-8 Carrigtwohill 1-4

A close enough first half, saw Blackrock race into a 2-2 to 0-1 lead after sixteen minutes. But a goal for Carrigtwohill made it a little more interesting. Then Seán Horgan scored a goal for Blackrock to open up a big lead again. Carrigtwohill kept pressing, and John Dempsey made two superb saves, which seemed to dampen their spirit. 

For the remainder of the game, Blackrock won as they pleased, with Roger Ryan and John Bennett giving them a firm grip in midfield.

John Dempsey; Jimmy Brohan, Dan Brennan, Jimmy O’Brien; Tony Connolly(0-1), Mick Cashman, Tim Delea; Roger Ryan, John Bennett

(0-1); Willie Galligan(0-2), Flor O’Mahony(1-0), Pat O’Sullivan(0-3); Michael Murphy(2-0), Seán Horgan(2-0), Noel O’Connell(1-1); 

Quarter-Final
July 10, 1960
Cork Athletic Grounds


Glen Rovers 4-5 Blackrock 1-8

Despite heavy rain which fell for most of the afternoon. the Cork Athletic Grounds housed a bumper attendance, who saw county champions Glen Rovers successfully stave off the challenge of Blackrock in the quarter-final of the Cork County Senior Hurling Championship.

The champions deserved their win, there was no denying that; they dominated the first half and built up a lead-of seven points with stylish hurling; they tired rapidly in the last quarter when their lead was whittled down to two points, but they ran out deserving winners by six points. Still, few will deny that with a little luck Blackrock would have earned at least a replay. The pitch took the rain well. but play was somewhat slowed down and that, perhaps. might account for the lack of stamina so obvious in some players in the second half. Despite the disadvantages, however, it was a fine hour’s hurling, fast. clean and exciting, and the almost non-stop last quarter efforts of Blackrock to pull the game out of the fire, kept the crowd on their toes with excitement. 

Up to the last ten minutes, Blackrock looked as if they were going to close that all-important two points gap, and the Glen supporters breathed a sigh of relief when from a loose ball with the Blackrock defence scattered out of position, W. Carroll ran into the net with the ball on his hurley for a goal, and almost immediately after that, Christy Ring notched his second point of the game, the last score of the match. 

Blackrock defenders played a desperately hard game and it was no fault of theirs that their side was beaten. The blame rests on the shoulders of their forwards, who wasted almost half-a-dozen chances towards the end through faulty shooting. At the stage when only two points separated the sides, Blackrock were surging around the Glen goal for the vital goal that could give them a win, but they drove the ball wide of the posts no fewer than four times. The game was noteworthy for the splendid display by the Blackrock right-back, Jimmy Brohan, who proved himself the most stylish player on the field. He was never seriously troubled to subdue Ring and he did his best work in reaching high to pull the ball out of the air and send his forwards attacking with his lengthy clearances again and again. On one occasion, he made a spectacular forty-yard dash with the ball on his hurley to lob it goalwards. Also outstanding was Mick Cashman at centre half-back. When the final whistle came, he was playing as vigorously as he was at the start. He played Joe Twomey out of the same for most of the hour when he had moved into the "forty. Pick of the Blackrock forwards was Wilie Galligan, who lined out at right half-forward. His keen positional sense and his accuracy with the ball enabled him to notch Blackrock's only goal and six of their eight points.

John Dempsey; Jimmy Brohan, Dan Brennan, Jimmy O’Brien; Tony Connolly, Mick Cashman, Tim Delea; Roger Ryan, John Bennett(0-1); Willie Galligan(1-6), Flor O’Mahony, Jer O’Leary; Finbarr O’Regan, Seán 
Horgan, Pat O’Sullivan(0-1);
Senior Hurling League

 Mallow 0-3 Blackrock 5-6; Blackrock 2-7 Sarsfields 4-5; U.C.C. 5-6 Blackrock 5-4; Blackrock 4-7 Na Piarsaigh 5-4; Blackrock w.o. Carrigtwohill; St.Finbarrs 2-16 Blackrock 3-7; Blackrock v St.Vincents; Blackrock v Midleton; 
Tim Delea, Joe Fahy, Roger Ryan, Michael Murphy, Wille Galligan, John Bennett, Dan Brennan; Mick Cashman; Pat O’Sullivan; John Hayes; Finbarr O’Regan; Seán Horgan; 

Cork City Grounds Fund Hurling Tournament

Semi-Final
March 20, 1960
Cork Athletic Grounds



Glen Rovers 2-12 Blackrock 1-7 

The first half was for the most part Blackrock’s, with Mick Cashman and Jimmy Brohan as usual in commanding form. In midfield, Roger Ryan, partnering John Bennett had a great game. Up front Willie Galligan was fast and scored some great points, while Flor O’Mahony tried hard. 

The Glen kept in touch with Blackrock up to the final quarter, when they completely took over to win comfortably in the end.

Patsy Lyons; Jimmy Brohan, Dan Brennan, Jimmy O’Brien; Tony Connolly, Mick Cashman, Dan Brennan; John Bennett(0-1), Roger Ryan; Willie Galligan(0-5), Flor O’Mahony, Finbarr O’Regan(1-1); Pat O’Sullivan, Noel O’Connell, Joe Fahy;
Sub:- Tim Delea;

Gold Medal Tournament

June 16, 1960

Carrigaline



Carrigdhoun 2-8 Blackrock 1-11

A draw was a fair result of this hotly contested thrill-packed game, with the lead changing hands on several occasions. In a closely contested first half, Blackrock led five points to four at half time, with Willie Galligan scoring two points, Jer O’Leary, Dan Joe Crowley and Flor O’Mahony getting one each.

Carrigdhoun hit a purple patch on resuming, hitting a goal and two points to take a four point lead. Back came the Rockies with a goal from Willie Galligan from a close in free. With ten minutes to go, the sides were level again as Willie Galligan and John Bennett added points. Then Blackrock forged ahead again with another Willie Galligan point, followed by Jer O’Leary also scoring a point. Undaunted, Carrigdhoun fought back and took the lead again with a goal. Willie Galligan soon equalized with a point, and then Flor O’Mahony looked like winning it for Blackrock with the lead point with time almost up, but Carrigdhoun equalized with the last puck of the game.

Old I.R.A". Men's Association (Benevolent Fund) Senior Hurling Tournament 
July 17, 1960

Mardyke



Blackrock 3-6 St.Finbarrs 1-5
Blackrock lorded it at midfield for most of the hour and their long striking halfback line turned many Barr's attacks right back into their opponents' goalmouth. But for all that, it was a game that pleased the attendance, for it was fast, clean and open. Inter-county stars Mick Cashman, playing outfield, and Jimmy Brohan were both on top o! their form and knitted the defence into a unit that was never troubled by the St. Finbarr's forwards, and John Bennett and minors Mick Murphy and John O'Halloran were the pick of their front line. 
The Silver Cup (was kindly presented by Donal Daly, Esq.. H.C.), along with Valuable Trophies
1961
County Senior Hurling Championship

Round-1

April 23, 1961 
Cork Athletic Grounds



Blackrock 3-12 Carrigdhoun 1-6
Blackrock proved far too good for the South-East Divisional side, Carrigdhoun, in the Cork Co. Senior Hurling Championship at the Cork Athletic Grounds. Turning over with wind and sun after the interval, the city side had made up a two point deficit within two minutes and it was plain sailing after that. 

Carrigdhoun were not at all as efficient as one expected. While they played forceful and intelligent hurling with the wind in the first half, they became completely disjointed once Blackrock turned on the pressure, and the final score of 3-12 to 1-6 was a fair indication of the trend of the second half.

It was 1-5 to 1-3 at the interval, Carrigdhoun having the advantage. They had enough of the ball to be three goals up. The notable feature of the game up to then was the ease with which the Blackrock defence, Brohan and Brennan especially, and Cashman further out, dealt with the threats.

Came the second half and disaster for Carrigdhoun. Their hurling became crude. Within two minutes the Rockies made it 1-5 apiece and two minutes later went a goal up. With only four minutes left of play they had tacked on nine second half points. Terry Kelly, shifted from defence to centre forward, got the only score for the divisional side in the second half. Just on full time Noel O'Connell sent through the Rockies third goal.

Brohan excelled and more than compensated for the early slip by Nyhan, which ended up in a score by Con Cooney. John Cooney failed to make an impression on Dan Brennan.

Further out John Nyhan played second place to Cashman at centre back. The Carrigdhoun midfield pair, Sisk and Pierce, did rather well in the first half, but a vast improvement in the Rockies midfielders later saw a very active Roger Ryan with Willie Galligan not far behind. Sisk was by then shifted into the attack, where he provided a great personal tussle with Tim Delea.

Terry Kelly and John Bennett brought out most of the thrills, and in the long run the Tracton man probably won, while Connolly and Murphy turned in a fine display for the Rockies.
John Dempsey; Jimmy Brohan, Dan Brennan, Jimmy O’Brien; Tony Connolly, Mick Cashman, Tim Delea; Roger Ryan(0-3), Willie Galligan

(0-3); Jer O’Leary, John Bennett(0-2), Michael Maguire; Noel O’Connell(1-1), Flor O’Mahony(1-0), Michael Murphy(1-3);
Quarter-Final
July 2, 1961
Cork Athletic Grounds



Blackrock 3-12 Sarsfields 3-5
Blackrock had a comparatively easy passage into the semi-finals of the Cork County senior hurling championship, at the Cork Athletic Grounds. They were never troubled to beat Sarsfields decisively. From the first whistle to the last, Blackrock looked like winners and except for a brief spell in the first quarter, they always held the lead. After the first quarter Sarsfields were always trailing behind and their best efforts only enabled them to reduce the gap for they never looked like getting on terms. The first half hour produced exciting hurling, even if it was not classical, but the sweltering heat proved too much in the long run and neither side was able to maintain in the second half, the cracking pace they set up in the first. True, both sides tried their best even in the closing stages, but the occasional loose ball and loose men told of the toll taken by the heat. This was particularly noticeable because in the first half the marking on both sides was deadly keen, every ball had to be fought for desperately and practically every score had to be earned hard. 
Blackrock won the game at midfield. They had a definite pull there in the first half when Roger Ryan and Billy Galligan kept lobbing the ball into the Sarsfields goalmouth. In the second half, the pair dominated the game, for even though Sarsfields saw more of the play than they did in the first, they could find few cracks in the Rockies defence and were again Ryan and Galligan dominated. Blackrock had the breeze to their backs in the first half and they made full use of it. They had a point in the opening minute and after that, they kept crowding on the pressure. Against a lesser goalkeeper than Neally Hurley, Blackrock would have run up a much greater score than they did, but Hurley was outstanding and he drew applause even from Blackrock supporters for some daring and spectacular saves. As it was, Blackrock ran up a goal and eight points at the interval to Sarsfields goal and two points.

Pat Barry had some great tussles with Jimmy Brohan all through this first half. Sarsfields forwards were not often on the move before the interval, but when they did get going, Pat Barry was always the danger. He made the opening for their first goal which came almost immediately after Blackrock's opening point and Martin Barry finished it into the net and it was Pat Barry who had their first two points. Brohan, however, was on top of his form and his lengthy clearances were a great help to Blackrock . Pat Barry proved the man of the match tor Sars, again in the second half for immediately after the resumption, he gave them new life with their second goal and almost on the final whistle, he had their final goal, plus a few points in the interim. With Brohan, Mick Cashman was the king-pin of the Blackrock defence, playing virile hurling all the way. Noel O'Connell was always outstanding in the Blackrock attacks. Liam Dowling came on in the second half at centre-back in place of R. Browne.
John Dempsey; Jimmy Brohan, Dan Brennan, Jimmy O’Brien; Tony Connolly, Mick Cashman(0-1),Tim Delaney; Roger Ryan, Willie Galligan(0-1); Jer O’Leary(0-1), John Bennett(0-2), John O’Halloran(1-0); Flor O’Mahony(0-1), Noel O’Connell(2-1), Michael Murphy(0-3);
Subs:- William Coughlan; Dan Joe Crowley(0-2);
Semi-Final
September 3, 1961
Cork Athletic Grounds


Blackrock 4-11 U.C.C. 2-10

Blackrock are in the final of the Cork County Senior Hurling Championship and had little trouble in getting there. Their semi-final at the Cork Athletic Grounds against U.C.C. was dead at halftime, when the Rockies led 3-6 to 1-5. Quite obviously, the College were far from fit, and, apart from a man here and there, they gave best to the winners, who triumphed eventually by 4-11 to 2-10.

Blackrock were led for the opening six minutes, but from the time Noel O'Connell rammed in the first goal, followed by three Cashman points and another goal by O'Leary. they never released their grip.

But yet, for the first ten minutes after the resumption, there was a spark of hope in the College. They pressed hard during this spell and only a brilliant piece of defensive work held them out on the five-minute mark, when Browne took a shot at goal from a 21-yard free, which was saved. Two other forwards in turn each "had a go" but the ball came out without going over the line. They followed up with two points, both by Browne, and then the Rockies took the matter seriously.
Down at the other end, Noel O'Connell, out of scoring position, dropped a grand ball to Micheal Murphy, who blazed it to the net to make it 4-7 to 1-8, and the crowds began to drift away. But back again went the students, although paying dearly around the midfield sector for their lack of fitness. Time was against them as Browne goaled with five minutes left. They were then two goals down but, on the run of play, it did not look as if they could possibly make up the gap. Instead, it was left to Rockies' centre-back Cashman to drop over the last point.

Collage did not field as published. They took John Joe Browne out on the half-line, where he operated on the right, and Mortell began at left-half, with Blake on the "forty" and Joe Flynn on the "mark" Pat Shea partnered Counihan at midfield. But they looked only a shadow of the team that beat St. Finbarrs in the quarter-final, and right from the start, made a goodly contribution to a scrappy first half. 

Blackrock rarely had need to worry and the only time they might have been doubtful was in the minutes after the interval, when the Collage fought hard for scores. But the full-back line of Jimmy Brohan, Dan Brennan and Jimmy O'Brien held out the attacks magnificently at close range, while the students themselves, through faulty shooting, lost many possible scores.

In an effort to come to terms, in the centre, where Roger Ryan in particular was good, U.C.C. switched Mick Mortell and, for a while, until he visibly tired, the former inter-county man did quite well. But lack of stamina saw him play a losing game for the balance of the hour. Cashman had a very good game and covered up well, while his frees were responsible for quite a few points.

Willie Galligan, very useful all through, probably had his best moments when he stood beside Cashman on the half-back line, while, up in attack, Noel O'Connell and Micheal Murphy worked well as individuals and in combined movements. The Rockies' half-line can say that they made a good link between a second-half midfield pull and a hard-hitting full-forward line. The main resistance here came from Noel Phelan in the left corner, a brilliant Ollie Harrington between the posts, and Des Kiely at full-back, who had too much of a handful however, in O'Connell.

John Dempsey; Jimmy Brohan, Dan Brennan, Jimmy O’Brien; Tony Connolly, Mick Cashman(0-4), Tim Delea; Roger Ryan, Willie Galligan

(0-1); Jer O’Leary(1-1),  John Bennett(0-1), John O’Halloran; Michael Waters, Noel O’Connell(2-3), Michael Murphy(1-1);
Final

September 17, 1961          Cork Athletic Grounds




Blackrock 4-10 Avondhu 3-7
A goal and three points in the space of the opening six minutes was taken by 18,260 spectators (gate receipts £1,306) at the Cork Athletic Grounds as an indication that Avondhu, the North Cork Divisional side, were going out to give Blackrock the toughest Cork County Senior Hurling Championship Final in years.

But the turning point came after twenty-four minutes when the Rockies drew level and from then on continued to stretch their lead to a final score of 4-10 to 3-7. As a county final it fell short of being great. The winners, contrary to what many expected, met speed with speed and had an extra turn of craft that belittled the greatest efforts of the county side.
But it took great men on the Blackrock side to hold off the challenge that threatened to keep them from their twenty-second title. On a beautiful sunny day there was none greater than centre-back Mick Cashman, the 30-yearold county goalkeeper, who literally broke the hearts of the unceasing Avondhu attackers. Others will be mentioned on both sides in due course, but nobody will deny a special place to the Blackrock captain, hero of their last victory in 1956, in the roll of honour.

One could say that this game hinged on the respective centre-back positions, but on looking at it all in retrospect, one is increasingly impressed by the manner in which Blackrock won this title. Of the two teams they were less fancied at the speed test. It was felt that their experience in the world of senior hurling would be their best asset. Their first-half recovery against wind and sun was proof of their ability to make opportunities and score, and it took only ten minutes after the re-start to prove that they were yet to bring out stamina equal to the opposition's best. By then they had Avondhu down by two clear goals and the situation looked far from promising for the North Cork men.

But back they came to cut through the 'Rockies defence and one of the most hectic incidents of the game followed when the Avondhu corner forward, Richie Browne was going through. He ended up on the ground but lifted the ball again, surrounded by Blackrock men, and continued towards the net. He was fouled going through but justice was done when he goaled from the free.

This goal was a tonic and came after a long run of Blackrock scores at a time when it looked that Avondhu were likely to be submerged. But even when the 'Rockies stretched their lead by a further two points to leave two clear goals in it, there were fifteen minutes left in which Avondhu could gain control of the situation.

But in these same fifteen minutes, Avondhu's fate was sealed, and the story of their failure to win a second hurling title was written in gold. The scribe was the indomitable Cashman. There was no doubt about it but Avondhu did try in those closing minutes to reverse their losing situation. They had plenty of the ball at midfield but could never get through the 'Rockies defence in sufficient measure to give their danger men around the posts chances to break through. Those two goals that had divided them for so long during the game were still to separate the North Cork men from the title and it was thus that they ended the hour.

Craft, coolness and speed won this game for the 'Rockies, but the real key to their success was in the fact that they held the danger men on the Avondhu side and succeeded in starving the power-line of the divisional side's attack. There was great fire in the losers, in the first quarter especially, they were grand ball-players but when it came to the big occasion, their third time ever in a county (they won on a replay in 1952), it was the men more deeply steeped in this demanding type of hurling, who knew how to treat the situation.

One could watch the Blackrock plan working to schedule, and while many people seemed to think that they had made changes in personnel after the resumption, they did not, in fact, alter the line-out. Reason for the confusion was a change of jerseys which, in the heat of the-moment had failed to correspond with the originals. There was a great coolness about their approach, although they must have been rudely awakened by the reality of the situation facing them after the first five minutes when they were two goals down.

But Ennis's goal off Jimmy Brohan in the fourth minute could possibly have given the divisional side a false sense of security. One could see that Brohan from there on went into the game with as much determination as any two defenders combined. The result was that Avondhu found themselves up against it and they failed to goal again until the dying minutes. If they were to succeed against a devastating Brohan who, while he undoubtedly goes down among the great men of hurling, has his limitations, they should have moved Richie Browne across much sooner than they did.

With the wind and sun in their favour in the first half he would have had a better chance of rounding the tireless Blackrock corner-back. When Avondhu had got no further than a goal and four points by half time with weather advantage they were, quite obviously, going to be up against it on the change-over.

Much of the enthusiasm of the Avondhu men was sapped by what appeared to be a couple of easy goals which came at crucial moments. Take Blackrock's first, which Galligan netted from fully forty yards out, and one finds the impact of a six-minute scoring spree by the county side blunted. Goal number two came only minutes later, after goalkeeper Curtin had brought off a few splendid saves. At least three forwards were around the line to steer the ball to the net. Their hopes of survival began to crumble when Blackrock had their third, five minutes after the restart. The fourth goal did not directly affect the issue, as it came late in the hour.

Blackrock succeeded mainly through their centre-back, but the second, fatal blow to the opposition was in the manner in which John Bennett mastered Johnnie Browne, the divisional side's top man. Up to this in all hurling championship grades and in the various challenge engagements, the Castletownroche man had not been supressed. But it happened when the first-time striking of Bennett, who showed a keen eye for the uprights, kept the 'Rockies moving. In fairness to Browne it must be said that he did show flashes of his usual brilliance, but they were not enough to augment the hard work elsewhere on this occasion.
Bennett had very strong support from his wingers, Ger Leary on the right, and Willie Galligan on the left, who took all their close in frees to notch up the points. In fact, all the forwards figured on the scoreboard with the exception of O'Connell, and to him must go the credit for "making" Blackrock's second goal. Close policing by John Stack, the Avondhu fullback, kept O'Connell out of the picture directly, but generally speaking, the defence might have held out more often had they not lost their heads and conceded those close-in frees.
At midfield, Avondhu did remarkably well, and the efforts of Frawley and Hegarty should, in justice, have been put to better use. They took an even break with a very confident Roger Ryan and Michael Waters. Whatever the handicaps or advantages elsewhere, this game was won by the Blackrock defence. Richie Browne was a potential match-winner for the losers, and his final second-half goal and the approach leading to it was proof of this. But as a line of attack, they were well held. Johnny O'Connor failing to make his mark on Dan Brennan. One did. however, see some very brilliant moves around the attack originating at midfield and from the Avondhu half-back line when they began the race against the clock. Figuring mostly in these was Paddy Behan, on the left wing, and Paddy Morrissey, while Ennis, who had switched corners with Richie Browne by then, showed some neat approach work. But this was not to be their day.
John Dempsey; Jimmy Brohan, Dan Brennan, Jimmy O’Brien; Tony Conn-olly, Mick Cashman(0-1), William Coughlan; Roger Ryan, Michael Waters (0-1); Jer O’Leary(1-1),  John Bennett(0-2), Willie Galligan(1-5); John O’Halloran(1-0), Noel O’Connell, Michael Murphy(1-0);
Sub:- Michael Murphy jnr.

Avondhu:- Donie Curtin(Shanballymore); Bob Galvin(Castletownroche), John Stack (Doneraile), Mick O’Flynn(Farrahy);Jerome O’Keeffe(Ballyhea), Johnny Browne(Castletownroche), Chris Morrissey(Newtownshandrum); William Frawley(Fermoy), William Hegarty(0-1)(Kilworth); John White (Fermoy), Paddy Morrissey(1-2)(Ballyhea), Paddy Behan(1-0)(Ballyhea); Richie Browne(1-3)(Castletownroche), John O’Connor (Castletownroche), Ray Ennis(1-0)(Fermoy);
Subs:- Arthur Quinn(Ballyhea), Bob O’Sullivan(Castletownroche),
Senior Hurling League Group-B
Blackrock v St.Finbarrs; Mallow 1-4 Blackrock 7-10; Blackrock v Glen Rovers; Blackrock v Midleton; Blackrock 3-2 St.Vincents 1-5;
Autumn Tournament

Group-A

Round-1

October 7, 1961
Passage


Passage 7-5 Blackrock 4-7

Only seven points separated County champions Blackrock and Passage, babes of the senior hurling grade, at half-time in the opening game of the County Senior Special League, at Passage. The homesters, slow to set into their stride when aided by field advantage and wind in the opening period, put in a fine effort on the turnover and, despite an all-out effort on the part of Blackrock, emerged deserving winners of a game which was highlighted by the outstanding performance of defenders Finbarr Barry, Finbarr O'Sullivan, Noel Forde, John Geary and the Maxwell brothers for Passage.
Blackrock led by 4-3 to 2-2 at the interval and established themselves in the second half. Best for Blackrock were Jimmy Brohan, John Bennett, John O’Halloran and Ger O'Leary. Mick Cashman came on in the second half but failed to stem the supremacy of Passage.

Blackrock scorers: Willie Galligan 1-2, John O’Halloran 1-1, John Bennett 0-1, Michael Murphy 0-1, Jimmy Brohan 1-0, Mick Cashman 1-0, Ger O'Leary 0-1, Pat O'Sullivan 0-1.   

Carrigaline Carnival Tournament
June 18, 1961

Carrigaline



Blackrock 5-5 Carrigdhoun 2-5
No account of game.

1962
County Senior Hurling Championship

Round-1

May 13, 1962
Cork Athletic Grounds


Blackrock 2-10 Carrigdhoun 0-11

The Cork County senior hurling champions were five points down after nine minutes of their first round championship game against Carrigdhoun at the Cork Athletic Grounds, and were lucky to be only 0-9 to 0-5 in arrears at half-time. But they were level five minutes after the restart, and although Carrigdhoun again went a point up, they just could not last the heart-breaking pace they had set themselves, and the Rockies were comfortably on top in the last quarter, and also scored a disallowed goal in the final minute.

From the outset Carrigdhoun hurled at a speed, obviously designed to upset better balanced opposition. And, in fact, they were quite successful, because the divisional side was not lacking in good ball players. They kept Blackrock at full stretch and never gave them a chance to settle down, and after twenty-six minutes play in the first half they led 0-9 to 0-4. All the 'Rockies scores came from Willie Galligan, two from play and two from frees, and Carrigdhoun came very near to scoring on a couple of occasions, and especially shortly after the start when Jimmy O'Brien hooked the ball from the line with Dempsey unsighted by a crowd of players. But just before half time, Noel O'Connell really tested Noel Stack.
And on occasions in the first half there was a hint of penetration in the Blackrock half forward line which boded ill for the opposition.
In the opening minute of the second half, Blackrock scored two points and four minutes later, after Flory Mahony had missed in front of goal, John Bennett whipped in a waist high shot which O'Leary appeared to touch on the way into the net. Nyhan who had pointed in the second minute added another after twelve minutes, but when John Redmond slammed in Blackrock's second goal after fourteen minutes, Carrigdhoun reserves of energy were not enough to offset a cooler and more polished opposition.

Carrigdhoun still held out grimly but, as the game wore on it became more of a back to the wall defensive, and the divisional side were just a little lucky to be let off on a couple of occasions. Once Blackrock struck the post, and on another few occasions they were robbed of scores by the dour efforts of Carrigdhoun's full back line. What must have been most heart-breaking for the Carrigdhoun team were the clearances of Brohan and Cashman. The former was often eluded by Sonny Nyhan, but time and again he turned Carrigdhoun attacks into defence. Conversely Carrigdhoun, while they often were successful in containing the Rockies

attack, they had no such long hitter to set their attack moving. This was offset to a great extent in the first half because Ray Sisk, with good assistance from Terry Kelly, was on top at mid-field but the Blackrock 
pairing, Redmond and Ryan, got a greater grip on the game after the change over.
John Dempsey; Jimmy Brohan, Dan Brennan, Jimmy O’Brien; Tony Conn-olly(0-1), Mick Cashman, William Coughlan; Roger Ryan, John Redmond (1-0); Jer O’Leary(1-1), John Bennett(0-1), Willie Galligan(0-7); John O’Driscoll, Flor O’Mahony, Noel O’Connell;

Quarter-Final
June 17, 1962
Midleton


Imokilly 7-9 Blackrock 6-4

A fit, fast and fiery Imokilly fifteen outclassed and outplayed and eventually dethroned Blackrock in the second round of the Cork Co. Senior Hurling Championship at Middleton.

The venue housed an enormous attendance which seemed to come equally from the city and from East Cork and despite the adverse weather conditions, they got plenty to enthuse over in a second half of hard tackling, desperate last minute efforts and goalmouth duels.

From the beginning the champions were beaten badly. Imokilly had the advantage of the wind to their backs and they utilised it to the full, for they turned over at the interval with six goals and four paints to their credit, to Blackrock's goal and a point. The game was lost and won in this hectic first half. Imokilly dictated the pace, dominated the field fore and aft, and their forwards did not seem to have the slightest difficulty in breaking through Blackrock's defences and scoring at will. Blackrock supporters were despondent at the interval, but there was always hope that the champions would recover lost ground with the advantage of the wjnd. Their hopes were not very bright during the third quarter for though Blackrock forced the pace and began to get scores, Imokilly matched them score for score. In a do-or-die effort to save the day, Blackrock brought Jimmy Brohan out of the back line to replace John Bennett on the forty. Within as many minutes, Blackrock broke through for two goals. The gap was still big however, for Imokilly were still three goals and three points to the good.

Imokilly seemed to be weathering the storm, but in the last quarter Blackrock made their great effort and got within five points of levelling, 6-9 to 6-4. Time was running out, but they still had five or six minutes in which to bring it off. Blackrock forwards swarmed around the Imokilly net. Mick Cashman, who had played himself practically to a standstill, was lobbing ball after ball into the goalmouth.

Five points down and five minutes to go, and then came a dramatic end.  Imokilly forwards broke away with the Blackrock defence caught badly out of position, and centre-forward M. O'Brien raced through for the last score of the match, a goal that killed the last of Blackrock's hopes.

Apart from Blackrock's fighting spirit which came to the fore in the last quarter, the honours of the game went to the East Cork men. They played stylish hurling both in defence and attack and their greater speed, better positional play and accurate ground and overhead hitting made them masters of the situation all the way through. They had a well knit defence which showed up very well under periods of pressure. D. O'Keeffe was always a plucky goalkeeper, but he was greatly helped by the fine covering he got from his backs, particularly fullback P. Hartnett, and left corner, S. Barry. Inter-county man Pat Fitzgerald, was in great form at centrefield and, despite his lack of speed, Liam Dowling was a

full-forward who rarely missed an opportunity.

Unlike his counterpart, the Blackrock goalkeeper John Dempsey, was too often left defenceless by his backs for while Brohan, like Cashman, played himself to a standstill, he was always too prone to move outfield. The result was that there was a loose man to find and exploit holes in the Blackrock defence.

Blackrock could not be faulted at centrefield where Roger Ryan and John Redmond did all that could be expected of them, but the attack left a great deal to be desired. John Bennett, on the forty for most of the game, tried his best to rally the line, but his efforts went to waste for lack of support from the men in front of him. In fact, Blackrock's main weakness lay in their front line where Flor O'Mahony could never get past the stonewall P. Hartnett, while the corners, John O'Driscoll and Noel O'Connell missed chances through crowding in too much.

John Dempsey; Jimmy Brohan(1-0), Dan Brennan, Jimmy O’Brien; Tony Connolly, Mick Cashman(1-1), William Coughlan; Roger Ryan, John Red-mond; Jer O’Leary, John Bennett(1-2), Willie Galligan(2-0); John O’Dris-coll, Flor O’Mahony(1-0), Noel O’Connell(0-1);
Senior Hurling League

Blackrock 6-8 Midleton 3-3; Castletownroche 6-5 Blackrock 4-4; Blackrock v St.Finbarrs; 
Semi-Final
March 23, 1963
Cork Athletic Grounds

 

U.C.C. 5-4 Blackrock 2-4
U.C.C.'s team were in scoring mood at the Athletic Grounds, where at the end of the first five minutes they were 3-0 to 1-0 up on Blackrock. The Rockies came back strongly in this Senior Hurling League game and were only two points down at the interval. But the students, backed by the wind and rain, got on the move again and tacked on a further 1-4 while holding the Rockies scoreless in the second half.

John Bennett(1-4); Tim Delea(1-0);
U-15 Board Benefit
February 4, 1962

Cork Athletic grounds

 

Blackrock 3-5 Cork 3-3
After an indifferent forty minutes this annual senior hurling game between the county champions and the best of the rest of the county was roused by two Ring goals, which gave Cork County Selected a 3—3 to 2—3 lead.

But, facilitated by the wind, Blackrock had a goal by Pat O’Sullivan and points from close in frees by Mick Cashman. For the remaining seven minutes that exhibition-feeling returned.

This was the first senior hurling match of the year and in the greasy conditions mediocrity was excusable, even more so as both teams were under-strength. Cork were without Denis Riordan, Denis Kelleher, Eamonn Goulding, Mick Mortell and Terry Kelly and Blackrock were short four of their county final side. Blackrock, although opposed by a considerable wind were two goals and a point up after twelve minutes and led 2-1 to 1-2 at half time. They deserved their lead if only because their attack was more opportunistic than the opposition who were inaccurate to the extent of fourteen wides. These lost opportunities inevitably told against the losers who were more encumbered with "passengers" than Blackrock.

There were some aspects of the game which made it worthwhile. Brohan's anticipation, interceptions and clearances were faultless as ever, though he played loosely on Ring as a corner back in the first half and as a full back when Brennan was injured in the second half.

While playing at full forward on Brennan, Ring scored two excellent goals. He connected with a well placed cross from Donal Sheehan and minutes afterwards rounded Brennan to beat Dempsey a second time.

There was a competent display of goalkeeping by Paddy Barry of St. Vincents. His opposite number, Jack Dempsey, was adequate, but spoiled his copy-book by letting in an easy lob by Fitzgerald for Cork's first goal after fourteen minutes.
Otherwise there was a deal of negative performances. The Blackrock half back line of Tony Connolly, Mick Cashman and especially Willie Coughlan were on top against the wind in the first half. However, Donal Sheehan, who scored three good points, showed promise for Cork at left half forward. Seán Kelly occasionally distributed the ball well, but after his junior final display Liam O'Driscoll was disappointing and Patsy Harte and Ritchie Browne did nothing of note.

Pat Fitzgerald was certainly the most industrious of the mid-field pairings, but Roger Ryan and John Redmond were a more effective combination in the second half. Christy Sinclair was determined if inexperienced at left half back for Cork, while Jerry O'Sullivan and Johnny O'Connor were no more than competent against John Bennett and Willie Galligan. Leo Young, a late stand-in for Denis Riordan, and left full back Bob Galvin began shakily but did improve, whereas Denis Murphy hurled confidently.
There was no really sustained performance in the Blackrock attack, John Bennett began very well on the forty, to fade somewhat, but Jer O’Leary, Willie Galligan and Pat O’Sullivan had their moments, and made the most of them. The game in aid of the Under Fifteen Committee and played before a rather small attendance, was sporting, but there was an isolated incident in the second half which should have led to one or two players being put off if it was noted by the referee.

John Dempsey; Jimmy Brohan, Dan Brennan, Jimmy O'Brien; Tony Connolly, Mick Cashman(0-3), Willie Coughlan; Roger Ryan, John Redmond; Jer O’Leary(1-1), John Bennett(0-1), Willie Galligan; Tim Delea Flor Mahony, Pat O’Sullivan(2-0);
Subs:-Michael Maguire; Ger O'Dea;
Dunhill Tournament
Semi-Final
May 17, 1962
Dunhill



Blackrock 4-11 Bennetsbridge 6-4
Cork County champions Blackrock celebrated their debut in the Dunhill Senior Hurling Tournament with a fighting victory over Kilkenny's Bennettsbridge. Despite a high wind and heavy showers of rain, the hurling was always bright, with the lead changing hands again and again. The finish was packed with excitement as the Bridge fought for the equalising point. A dour, hard-hitting Rockies defence held fast, and the Cork team advanced to the final, in which they meet Mount Sion or Rathnure of Wexford. Blackrock led by 3-4 to 2-3 at the interval.

Blackrock scorers were: Flor 0'Mahoney(2-2); John O’Driscoll(2-1), Willie Galligan(0-2), John Bennett(0-2), Ger O'Leary(0-2), Mick Cashman(0-1), John Redmond(0-1):
Final

May 14, 1963
Dunhill


Mount Sion 3-14 Blackrock 1-5

Mount Sion scored an effortless victory over Blackrock in the 1962 Dunhill Senior Hurling Tournament final at Dunhill. They led from the start and the game was as good as over when they were ahead 2-5 to 0-4 at the short whistle. The winners pulled even further ahead on the resumption and their combined play proved too much for a Blackrock team that never touched true form.
Rockies' solitary goal came in the last moments of the game. In command in almost every sector, the Mount gave an impressive display of hurling ana high grade teamwork. Blackrock scorers were: Flor O'Mahony(1-0). John Hayes(0-2). John Bennett(0-2) and Jer O'Leary(0-1).
Bandon Gold Medal Tournament

Semi-Final
June 20, 1962
Bandon



Blackrock 6-15 Sarsfields 3-8

 Blackrock easily defeated Sarsfields in the opening game of the tourna-ment. Within two minutes, they led 2-1 to nil, which set the trend for the game. At half time it was 4-8 to 1-4 in favour of the Rockies. Sarsfields made a big effort at the start of the second half, but Blackrock soon settled again, to win convincingly and qualify for the final.

Final

September 9, 1962

Bandon


St.Finbarrs 6-12 Blackrock 3-8

In conjunction with the opening of the 10th annual Bandon G.A.A. Carnival Week, in aid of the Charlie Hurley Park Development Fund, St. Finbarr's scored a ready victory over Blackrock in the final of the Bandon Gold Medal Hurling Tournament.

Despite the inclement weather, there was a fair size attendance present. The Barrack Street Band were also in attendance.

The game in general held interest until the three quarter stage, when Denis Murphy, the county player, put the Barrs ahead for the first time in the game, with a minor from a 70 yards puck. In the following five minutes Barrs exerted their supremacy further with 3 goals per Cronin, Goulding and Archer, with Philpott adding the minor. At half-time Blackrock led 3-4 to 3-3.
Best for Blackrock were Brohan. Cashman, Redmond. Galligan and O'Mahoney.  
Owen Hurley; Jimmy Brohan, Dan Brennan, Jimmy O'Brien; Tony Connolly  Mick Cashman, Willie Coughlan; Willie Galligan(0-3), Tim Delea; Jer O'Leary, John Bennett(0-1), John Redmond; John O'Driscoll(1-1), Flor O'Mahoney(1-0), William O'Connell(1-1). 
Subs:- Michael Maguire; Vincent Foley;  

1963
County Senior Hurling Championship

Round-1

April 21, 1963
Kanturk


Blackrock 4-8 Duhallow 0-6
Cork Senior Hurling Championship first round game between Blackrock and Duhallow at Kanturk yesterday produced a sharp contrast in style and experience, and from this aspect of the game the city side never looked like losing, but they did have to contend with a very spirited second half from the divisional side, who were down by 3-4 to 0-4 at the interval. The vast Improvement in effort by Duhallow after the resumption immediately prompted one to try and visualise the outcome if they had played with the same enthusiasm for a full hour. Blackrock had what looked like a few easy goals in the first half, but apart from all this, there was no doubt that there was infinitely more hurling potential in the visitors should the occasion arise, although they might have had reason for some worry had they entered the second half without their three-goal lead. Conditions were anything but good for hurling, and local club officials had drained the lower goalmouth and laid on a sawdust carpet there to enable the game lo go on.

That this was the battle of the Davids and the Goliaths was evidenced in the number of changes on the Duhallow side before the hour had ended, even allowing for injury replacements. To their credit is the fact that the selectors produced a much more efficient combination of players in the second half, and even though they were far below Blackrock in hurling know-how and positional sense, they did not lose the game for want of trying. They found it impossible to get around Jimmy Brohan, Dan Brennan or Jimmy O'Brien for a straight crack at Noel O'Connell in the Blackrock goal, while further out they had to try a few switches to find the best man to mark a very good Mick Cashman. The switching of Matty McAuliffe and Colm Collins (he had already moved to the "forty" from midfield) improved matters, while Tommy Burke kept his best form for the closing stages on transfer to the left half-forward position, Terry Kelly, who had a very good Eddie Burke as partner for most of the hour at midfield, was never in real trouble, while John Bennett, Willie Galligan, Florrie Mahony and John Redmond were the best of the forwards. 
Noel O’Connell; Jimmy Brohan, Dan Brennan, Jimmy O’Brien; Tim Delea, Mick Cashman(0-1), William Coughlan; Terry Kelly(0-1), John Redmond

(1-0); Eddie Burke(1-2), John Bennett(0-1), Willie Galligan(1-2); John O’Driscoll, Flor O’Mahony, Jer O’Leary;
Sub:- John Hayes(0-1);
Quarter-Final
July 21, 1963
Cork Athletic Grounds


Blackrock 3-13 St.Vincents 2-6
The introduction of Tim Dullea and Vincent Foley into the Blackrock attack ten minutes after half time was one of the principal factors In the Rockies ten points win over St. Vincents in the quarter final of the Cork Co Senior Hurling Championship at the Athletic Grounds.

The sides were level, 1-5 apiece at the short whistle, but two minutes after the restart Vincents went into the lead when Christy O'Shea's high lob from 40 yards dropped into the net. Vincents at this stage looked the better team, then came the Blackrock switches. Dullea and Foley came in for Burke and O'Driscoll respectively and the Blackrock attack got moving for the first time in the game. Up to this it was left to full-forward Florrie O'Mahony and to a lesser extent John Bennett to take most of the opportunities that came their way. Dullea immediately on entering the fray goaled and seconds later sent over the bar to give the Rockies the lead, which they never relinquished. That St. Vincents scored but a point from a free by Christy O'Shea for the remainder of the hour is proof of the superiority of the Blackrock men in the closing stages

Another Blackrock man to shine in the closing minutes was Billy Galligan who scored a goal and two points in the last six minutes. Galligan. however, was completely off form prior to this spree.
The game, played before a good attendance was very closely contested for 50 minutes, but the losers followers will bemoan their forwards gross inaccuracy especially in the opening half. They were spurred on by the tonic first minute goal by D. J. O'Regan. John Lyons pointed and the Blackrock mentors made the first of their mass switches. Terry Kelly who played despite a severe shoulder injury and lined out in the right half-forward position, was moved to midfield to curb the very active Brendan O'Neill and Tom Twomey. He got great assistance from John Hayes. 

Vincents half-back line of Willie Nation, Jimmy Coughlan and Tagh O'Shea were in sparkling form and the Blackrock, full-forward line saw little of the ball.

The winners full-back line of Tim O'Connell, Dan Brennan and Jimmy O'Brien, were effective rather than being spectacular and afforded great cover to keeper Con O'Leary, the Farranferris star, who was not really tested. Jim Brohan had a very good second half, while his flankers, John Redmond and Willie Coughlan were more impressive in the opening period. Terry Kelly showed some good touches but his partner John Hayes was very effective with first time ground hurling.

Vincents goalkeeper Paddy Barry bad little or no chance of saving the three shots that beat him.  
Con O’Leary; Tim O’Connell, Dan Brennan, Jimmy O’Brien; John Redmond, Jimmy Brohan, William Coughlan; Eddie Burke, John Hayes(0-2); Terry Kelly, John Bennett(0-3), John O’Driscoll; Jer O’Leary, Flor O’Mahony(1-5), Willie Galligan(1-2);
Subs:- Tim Delea(1-1); Vincent Foley; 

Semi-Final
August 25, 1963
Cork Athletic Grounds


Blackrock 3-14 Avondhu 3-3
Blackrock were comfortable if not highly impressive winners over Avondhu in the Cork Senior Hurling Championship semi-final. Although rain cleared off before the start of the game it left the ground heavy, the ball greasy, and the majority of players incapable of producing good

hurling in the conditions.

The crowd of about seven thousand had some compensation for this deficiency in the closeness of the first half in which Blackrock played against the wind and were lucky to be 1-9 to 1-3 up at the interval.

There was twelve minutes of dull scoreless play after half time before Blackrock had their first score, a point by Bennett, followed with refreshing haste by an exchange of goals. The 1961 holders scored one further point before the 27th minute but hammered home their superiority with a goal and three points in the last two minutes.

Avondhu's goal, scored by Reidy just on full time, was no more than a face saver. Except for a slight stir of interest which followed Avondhu's second goal by Browne, Blackrock always looked much too experienced to lose. The poor standard of their own hurling and the way Avondhu crumbled detracted somewhat from the Rockies win. When Avondhu looked capable of better things earlier on it was their own incompetence rather than any brilliance on the part of the winners which frustrated them.

In the first ten minutes they forced five seventies as well as quite a few close-in frees. Sheedy missed near goal and in all the losers threw away most of their chances during this period. Midway through the half they were four points to two points down but took their worst knock eight minutes from the end when Willie Galligan hit a ground ball which looked stoppable, though goalkeeper Monaghan might have been unsighted.

Although the Blackrock attack missed almost as much as they got, they totalled six wides in the first half and twice as much afterwards. They improved as the game aged or as the Avondhu defenders lost what confidence and concentration they had.

But at least the game was notable for an adventurous display of half back hurling by Jimmy Brohan. Brohan, figuring on the right wing, completely broke the hearts of the Avondhu team. His long clearances were complemented by those of Cashman in the first half, but the latter, when, admittedly, there was less need of his services, was less in evidence afterwards. Both O'Connell and O'Brien were shakey to begin with but Brennan was effective. Kelly, who slammed over two great points early on, tapered off, though his partner John Hayes was always plugging away solidly.
Avondhu owed their territorial edge in the first half less to the spasmodic efforts of Honohan and Noonan than to the heartening efficacy of Johnny Browne. Only in the last ten minutes did he become weary of the lack of support. Morrissey in the negative role of stopper played well on Galligan, who snatched his second goal, a well-taken score, when he switched to the corner. At one stage in the first half it looked as if Johnny Browne was going to completely offset the obviously sub-standard hurling of most of his colleagues but a switch in the fifteenth minute which brought Redmond from the corner to the forty in an exchange with Bennett was beneficial to Blackrock. It was Bennett rather than Redmond who improved but when they reverted to their positions twelve minutes after half-time both players were better.

Full-back O'Donnell gave Flory Mahony an amazing amount of freedom but corner backs Murphy and Flynn did their best to make amends.

Had Ritchie Browne been given the opportunities afforded to some of his colleagues Avondhu might at least have done a good deal better but most of the time he was cooped up in the corner. When eventually he did get out to half forward midway through the second half, he managed a good goal and Blackrock switched over Brohan to "mind" him. Of the other Avondhu forwards Ray Ennis was the only one to claim any kind of credit. Blackrock, although much more experienced than the lack-lustre opposition we saw yesterday, may be worried about those eighteen wides and defensive lapses against the surely stronger challenge in the final.
Noel O’Connell; Tim O’Connell, Dan Brennan, Jimmy O’Brien; Jimmy Brohan, Mick Cashman, William Coughlan; Terry Kelly(0-2), John Hayes; Willie Galligan(2-1), John Bennett(0-6), Vincent Foley(0-1); John Redmond (1-1), Flor O’Mahony(0-3), Tim Delea;
Final

September 29, 1963
Cork Athletic Grounds



U.C.C. 4-17 Blackrock 5-6
Over half a century of effort was rewarded at the Cork Athletic Grounds when University College, Cork, won their first county senior hurling title, and nothing should be allowed to mar the record of the great fulfilment of this hour. But even such noteworthy achievement cannot blind one to the fact that there were incidents in a tempestuous hour's hurling which should not have happened and must not happen again if this senior hurling final is to be a fitting showpiece for a county with the proud tradition of Cork. It would be a much more pleasant duty for this writer if he could ignore these happenings and merely record that this was a test of hurling heart which drew forth the courage and reserves of strength of many players. But that would be to ignore the actions of other men of the thirty who did no credit to the game, their club or their county before the crowd 22,230.
There was what can only be described as a moment of pure horror in the closing stages of the first half. A Blackrock forward had been hit in the stomach by a U.C.C. defender and retaliated by striking him on the head with his hurley. This College player rolled over and over on the ground in agony while the crowd either roared their disapproval or were silent in shame or apprehension.

This U.C.C. defender was removed to the sideline and later re-appeared midway through the second half, head swathed in bandages and within minutes was again being borne to the sideline with a facial injury which apparently injured a bone under his eye. To the writer it appeared that this hurt was caused by the foot of a Blackrock player and could quite easily have been an accident.

Just before the student was carried off the incident sparked off another outburst of temper in which hurleys and fists flew. From this fracas a Blackrock forward was sent to the sideline.

Earlier in the half the referee had taken the names of a U.C.C. forward-cum-back and a Blackrock forward after they had clearly exchanged punches not many yards from the Press box.

The last moments of the game were particularly full of bad tempered and vicious pulling and on one occasion we saw a U.C.C. player lying on the ground when the ball was not even remotely present.

It is of course, impossible except for those involved to say who provokes or who retaliates in outbreaks on the field but there never can be any justification for deliberate striking of a man with a hurley.

If it appears from this report that the game was one long continuous brawl, that is far from being its purpose because while the fierce resolution and determination of the players may have run away with them, creating the nasty situations, this dedication was satisfying in itself.

Legitimate fire, such as much of the play we saw yesterday redounds to the credit of players and nobody is suggesting that hurling is a parlour came. We saw some of this top speed all-out effort in the first half in which the hurling outfield was dedicated rather than classical and violently in contrast to the fantastically loose marking of the College defence.

It was largely this weakness in the U.C.C. full-back line and the complementary opportunism of the Rockies full-forwards, especially Florrie Mahony, which left Blackrock five points up after twelve minutes. And this was certainly a heartening beginning for a side playing in the teeth of a stiff wind. So much on the ball were Rockies forwards that they did not have their first wide until the 16th minute.
They had been enjoying an equitable share of the play because of a fine midfield performance by John Hayes but their superiority too was due in some measure to the obvious nervousness of the university side, many of whom seem over-awed by the occasion.

However, from the 17th minute when Harnedy scraped in a goal which had come all the way to the square from Ollie Harrington's long range free, U.C.C. began to get in touch. The inaccuracy which plagued their attack early on was repaired as they flashed over scores to go into a point lead nine minutes from half time.

What might have been a paralysing set-back for them when John Hayes flipped home a one handed shot past Harrington was negatived when Mortell's free from midfield drooped untouched to the net. In the remaining five minutes the students matched the masters of twenty-two county wins in score-getting as they snatched two goals and two points to their opponents point. Yet College's 4-9 to 3-4 lead at half time seemed slender enough, especially when Willy Galligan touched in a goal two minutes after the restart and sparked off the most exciting moments of the game. It was a time of supremacy and frustration for Blackrock as they bombarded the College goal and only two superb saves by Harrington from Bennett kept Blackrock behind. For this vital period their forwards lost their accuracy.

In the tenth minute the ball ran across the square and Galligan was there again to pop it in. Crisis point for a sorely harassed College came midway through the half as the Rockies crept up within two points of them. Still for every point torturously wrought by the Rockies others were lost in a spate of wides or in brilliant saves by Harrington. In an infrequent raid U.C.C. full-forward Blake did rap the ball off the post but the turning point in the game came after the tussles between players in the U.C.C. goalmouth which resulted in the dismissal of the Blackrock forward. Afterwards College took over in the most remarkably easy fashion. It might be argued by Blackrock that at this stage they were handicapped by having only fourteen men but this cannot be the entire explanation for the run of six points in nine minutes which finished their hopes of capturing the Seán Óg Murphv Cup.

The cup which replaced one presented in 1925 when it was won by the Rockies, commemorates one of the most famous of Blackrock captains and former Secretary of the Cork Co. Board. No, it is far more likely that the speed and energy of the U.C.C. forwards and the confidence which was steadying them as the hour aged came to a head at the end and ensured a fully deserved win. It also did seem that the Rockies were disheartened much more by the dismissal of one of their players than they would have been helped by his presence, well though he performed.

In fact, the Blackrock attack with the exception of Jer Leary performed most creditably, but this must have been due in a large measure to the first-class service they received for threequarters of the game from Hayes. The least fancied player of the two pairings, he outdid his more highly rated partner Terry Kelly and "blotted out Noel Gallagher, who received little or no help from Michael Murphy.

Murphy, one of two U.C.C players who won a county medal with Blackrock in 1961, Donal Murphy another ex Blackrock player came in as a sub at halftime, and Gallagher had both moved into the attack before the end to give way to Halloran and Mortell.

It was this switch and enforced re-arrangement in defence which got rid of College jitters. Mortell, who had a goal and four points from frees and two from play, had always looked dangerous but really finished with a flourish with three points.

The College defensive set-up too seemed much more secure when Noel Phelan was brought back from right corner forward to right half back and Jim Byrne went into the centre in place of the injured Dan Kelleher. The students badly needed a steadying influence in front of a full-back line which was never happy, although Kiely did eventually master O’Mahony. Harrington was splendid, and the length of his puck-outs and frees was remarkable even with the wind. 

Jim Blake was easily the most consistent of the U.C.C. attack and beat Dan Brennan in the air, and on the ground with what must have been disconcerting frequency as far as Blackrock followers were concerned. He collected goal and four points but deserved many more. Perhaps the most disappointing feature for Blackrock in this sector was the absence of the raking clearances from Jimmy Brohan. He and Mortel were negative figures' when opposing each other. However, towards the end of the third quarter the free striking Brohan looked very dangerous moving up field and serving his attack.

Mick Cashman was less spectacular than usual in the centre, though sound up to the last ten minutes. Collage were moving very quickly. Young minor left half back Eddie Burke unable to hold John O’Halloran who did not make the best use of his chances, while Harnedy broke even in the corner with Tim O’Connell, and Phelan threatened more than he achieved in attack against O'Brien but was sound in defence. Donal Murray who came on as a sub at the time played well.
The writer is hesitant in blaming Noel O'Connell for his lapses in the knowledge that he was suffering from a slipped disc which necessitated treatment during the week. He was replaced by the minor keeper Con O'Leary after ten minutes of the second half. 
Noel O’Connell; Tim O’Connell, Dan Brennan, Jimmy O’Brien; Jimmy Brohan, Mick Cashman, Eddie Burke; John Hayes(1-0), Terry Kelly; Vincent Foley, John Bennett(0-2), Jer O’Leary(1-0); John Redmond(0-2), Flor O’Mahony(2-0), Willie Galligan(1-2);
Subs:- Con O’Leary; William Coughlan; Dan Joe Crowley;

U.C.C.:-Ollie Harrington(Kilkenny); Tom Conway(Limerick), Des Kiely(Tipp-erary), Mick McCormack(Tipperary), Jim Byrne(Waterford), Dan Kelleher (Aghabullogue), John Alley(Laois); Noel Gallagher(0-2)(Youghal), Michael Murphy(Blackrock); Donal O'Flynn(0-1)(Limerick), John O'Halloran(0-1) (Blackrock), Mick Mortell(1-6)(Rath Luirc); Noel Phelan(0-1)(Limerick), Jim Blake(1-4)(Limerick), Dan Harnedy(2-1)(Dromtariffe);
Sub:- Donal Murphy(0-1)(Blackrock);
Senior Hurling League

Blackrock 5-15 Passage 5-9; Blackrock v Na Piarsaigh; Castletownroche 5-3 Blackrock 4-5; 
Blackrock Church Building Fund
Semi-Final
March 31, 1963
Cork Athletic Grounds



Glen Rovers 3-6 Blackrock 2-5

Blackrock were defeated in the benefit of the local church tournament, by the fact that the forwards completely ignored the presence of the white flag. Conditions were excellent and it was 2-3 to 1-2 at half-time, with the champions ahead. Nevertheless, there was little enough in it and there was yet plenty of room for a Blackrock comeback. But when the Glen, playing in the St. Nicks jerseys, pressed on after the change-about and Ring had a goal and a point and Quane had two more, it looked as if this game was slipping away from Blackrock in earnest.

But in the twenty minutes that followed they did enough work to win the game twice over but did the most ridiculous things with the ball at close range. There were easily half a dozen good chances from the work of Brohan, Cashman, Delea. Terry Kelly and John Bennett out the field which would have produced readymade points, or at least a draw, but the persistent moving towards the back of the net proved costly.

The Glen were worth their place in the final, because they were much more economical with the use of the ball and were more businesslike in everything they did. They were short half a dozen players for a variety of reasons. Blackrock were never quite happy in the first half. The position improved considerably for the Rockies on the midway line and the former Tracton hurler, Terry Kelly, came out strongly, keeping the ball moving well, if unsuccessfully. But when blaming the Blackrock attack, one could also recall that Seán O'Brien in the Glen goal was severely tested on a few occasions and only spectacular saves brought the Glen through. There was some very good hurling between John Bennett and Denis Riordan when Blackrock put everything into the game in the last twenty minutes. Bennett played a big role in organising the attack. Owen Hurley in the ' Rockies goal got his best coverage from Brohan, but there was little between John Young and Cashman. 

Blackrock scorers: John O’Driscoll(1-0). John Redmond(1-0) John Bennett, Terry Kelly, Willie Galligan, Eddie Burke and Jer O'Leary a point each.

Gaelic Week Tournament
Semi-Final
May 29, 1963
Mardyke



Blackrock 2-8 St.Finbarrs 1-11

A very evenly matched teams fought to a standstill in this exciting Gaelic Week hurling match at the U.C.C. grounds. St. Finbarr's had the edge up to half time, when they led 1-4 to 1-3. Blackrock came back in the opening minutes of the second half, and reduced the deficit in a short time. The game then settled into a blow for blow affair, and the final whistle saw both teams fighting furiously for the deciding score.  
Blackrock scorers: John Driscoll(0-3); John Bennett(0-3); Willie Galligan(0-4), John Redmond(0-1) J.McIntyre(1-0).
Replay

May 31, 1963
Mardyke



Blackrock 3-15 St.Finbarrs 2-1

Blackrock made no mistake second time out in the replay of the Gaelic Week senior hurling semi-final against a disappointing St Finbarrs fifteen at the U.C.C Grounds. The Rockies, for whom inter-county men Jimmy Brohan at centre back and Terry Kelly at centre-field were in tremendous form, never looked likely to be caught by a Barrs side which lined out without several of their regulars. The winners led by 2-7 to 1-3 at the interval and continued this superiority throughout the second half.

Scorers: Flor O’Mahony(1-2). Terry Kelly(1-2). Willie Galligan(0-5), John O’Driscoll(1-0). Jimmy Brohan(0-2), J. Mclntyre(0-2), Larry Kidney(0-1), Finbarr O'Regan(0-1);
Final

March 15, 1964
Mardyke



Muskerry 4-7 Blackrock 3-4

Muskerry were comfortable winners of the Gaelic Week S.H. tournament final before a small attendance at the U.C.C. Grounds. Two goals by Blackrock in the last minutes of a scrappy game took the one-sided look off the result.
The Rockies did exert a deal of pressure in the second half but lacked the incisiveness in attack to capitalise on it. In fact it was a substitute, Mickey Flaherty, who scored both late goals. Blackrock were without five or six of their likely championship team; Muskerry without three of theirs. The divisional team played with the wind in the first half and were well on top to lead 2-4 to 0-1 at half time, both their goals coming in the last ten minutes of the half when Redmond had the Rockies' point. Goals by brothers Paddy and Derry O'Brien in the 13th and 14th minutes of the second half were countered by Rockies' first goal midway through the half. Although Muskerry defenders were under considerable pressure towards the end of the game they seemed to be well on top of their jobs and the losers' goals were too late to be of influence.

The Rockies looked most dangerous after half time when John Redmond took over control at mid-field but they lost their grip on the game when they switched him with Jimmy Brohan, who lined out on the forty. Brohan was not convincing either at full forward or centre forward.

Goalkeeper Jim Dorney, Mick Cashman at full back, John Redmond and Eddie Burke, though inclined to overplay the ball, were best for the Rockies. 
Jim Dorney; Tim O’Connell, Mick Cashman, Jimmy O’Brien; Pat O’Sullivan, Con O’Leary, Mick O’Halloran; John Hayes, Finbarr O’Regan; John Redmond(0-3), Jimmy Brohan, Eddie Burke(0-1); Donal Coughlan, Mick O’Connell, Jer O’Leary;

Subs:- Michael O’Flaherty(2-0); V.O’Connell(1-0);
Bandon Gold Medal Tournament

Semi-Final
June 7, 1963
Bandon



Blackrock 1-8 St.Finbarrs 1-8

For the second time in recent weeks Blackrock and St. Finbarrs again finished on level scores when in a pulsating finish in the Bandon gold medal tournament, played at the Charley Hurley Park, Blackrock got on level terms two minutes from time.
In the opening half St. Finbarrs had the better of matters and led at half-time by 1—5 to 0—1. On the change-over Blackrock had a quick goal per Jer O'Leary, but points from Mossy Finn and Theo Cahill gave the Barrs a commanding lead. At this juncture, John Bennett, who was late for the opening half, made his appearance on the scene and chanced the trend of play. Infusing new life into the Blackrock fifteen, who took control of the game to the final whistle The standard of hurling was the best ever seen in this venue, with both teams fielding very strong sides. 
Blackrock scorers: Jer O’Leary(1-0). John Bennett(0-3). Jimmy Brohan(0-2). Willie Galllgan(0-2). Dan Joe Crowley(0-1).
Replay

May 8, 1964
Bandon


Blackrock 2-7 St.Finbarrs 1-8

Despite inclement weather and a heavy sod, the replay of the Bandon Gold Medal Tournament semi-final between Blackrock and St. Finbarrs provided first class entertainment for a fairsized crowd which attended the Charlie Hurley Park. Bandon.

Both teams adopted first time pulling tactics. Blackrock. availing of a wind advantage in the first half, turned over with 1-3 superiority which they had to defend with their best to offset St.Finbarr's offensive in the second half.

The Rockies were very lucky that the Barr's forward line were most erratic especially in the closing quarter when they appeared to have matters much their own way.

In fairness it must be stated that Blackrock's "old reliables" in the backline, Cashman (goal), Brohan (full-back), and Barry (centre-back), were in great form and guarded their lines vigourously.

The score at half-time was Blackrock 2-5. St.Flnbarrs 1-9. The full-time score was Blackrock 2-7. St. Finbarrs 1-8. 
Tim Delaney; John Redmond(2-4), Con O'Leary, Jimmy Brohan; Flor O’Mahoney. Mick Barry. John Hayes(0-2). Mick Cashman, Jimmy O'Brien. Michael Flaherty(0-1). Maurice Slye. Eddie Burke. Jim Dorney. Tim O'Connell. Mick Donegan.

Final

June 12, 1964
Bandon



Blackrock 5-11 Sarsfields 4-3

Blackrock were entirely too good for Sarsfields, before a disappointingly small crowd. The weather may have affected the attendance, but never-theless, when the rare occasion proffers itself of seeing two prominent senior hurling clubs in action for a valuable set of gold medals which are valued at 73 guineas, one would have expected greater local support.
The sparsity of the attendance must have a dampening effect on the opposing teams, as the standard of hurling displayed fell very far short of what was expected. The only player to give a star performance was John Bennett, who scored 3-5 of his sides tally.
The score at half time was six points to one, in favour of Blackrock.

On the resumption, Blackrock took control, scoring 5-5 without reply in the third quarter. Sarsfields scored 4+2 in the final quarter to put some respectability on the scoreboard.
Best for Blackrock were, John Bennett, Flor O’Mahony, Terry Kelly, John Hayes, Mick Cashman and Jimmy Brohan.
1964

County Senior Hurling Championship

Round-1

May 24, 1964
Fermoy


Avondhu 4-8 Blackrock 3-9
Fortified by a lightning start which brought them a goal almost from the throw-in and a point a minute later, Avondhu hurled Blackrock out of the Cork County Senior Hurling Championship at Fermoy.

For three-quarters of the hour, the North Cork men were the masters and although they tired in the face of a last quarter all-out effort in which Blackrock drew level for the first time in the game, Avondhu came back with a vital goal in the closing minutes and went on to the second round by a margin of two points. Blackrock had their share of ill-luck, only for which they might have won this game, but few would deny that Avondhu were deserving of their win. Mick Cashman made two bad mistakes in the game and they proved disastrous, he brought off some magnificent saves during the lengthy spells when Avondhu were bombarding his net, he saved the hard ones and left in the soft ones. Avondhu's second goal before half-time came from a long-range shot which he left hop over his hurley and he muffed another one similarly for Avondhu's third goal. Blackrock can also point ruefully to the great chance that John Redmond missed early in the game when he ran in almost under the bar with the ball and then failed to score.

On the other hand, Avondhu can claim that their key-men, the Browne brothers from Castletownroche, swept all before them and their stylish performances enabled the divisional side to establish a mastery, which kept them in the lead for most of the game. Ritchie Browne in the left corner was the most wily forward on the field and he was top scorer for his side with two goals and a point. Behind him, Johnny Browne was the most spectacular defender on the field and he was equally effective in attack and defence at centre-half back.
Jimmy Brohan moved to centre half-back when Cashman was picked for goal and although he lacked pace, he welded the defence together with his fine work in close play and his lengthy clearances often turned defence into attack. Left-back Jimmy O'Brien was another stonewall defender.

Before Blackrock had settled down after the throw-in. Avondhu had their first goal and it was not long before they added a couple of points to it. At the interval, they still had their five points lead, 2-6 to 2-1. It was well into the second half before Blackrock made their effort and began to turn the tide. Point by point they narrowed the gap and in the last quarter they drew level for the first time in the game.

Excitement rose as Blackrock began to look as if they might turn the tables. Their hopes were high as Eddie Burke blazed the bail into the back of the Avondhu net, but the whistle had gone for a free out. Five minutes to go and they had another chance from a free, but John Bennett, who was their most accurate marksman, sent wide. They did not get another chance. Avondhu scored other point to resume the lead and although Bennett levelled almost immediately, Ritchie Browne broke through for the goal that won the match. Bennett pointed again, but time had run out.
Mick Cashman; Tim O’Connell, Mick Barry, Jim O’Brien; Con O’Leary, Jimmy Brohan, Maurice Slye; John Hayes, Tim Delaney; Eddie Burke(0-1), John Bennett(0-5), Jer O’Leary(0-1); John Redmond(2-1), Flor O’Mahony (1-1), Mick O’Flaherty;
Senior Hurling League Group-A
Blackrock 5-1 Cobh 3-4; Éire Óg v Blackrock; Sarsfields v Blackrock; Blackrock v Na Piarsaigh; Blackrock v Cloyne; 

Killeagh Hurling Tournament
Final

May 28, 1964
Killeagh



Blackrock 6-8 St.Finbarrs 3-1

It was difficult to conceive that Blackrock are out of the Cork Co. Senior Hurling Championship on their splendid display against the Barrs in the final of the Killeagh Senior Hurling Tournament.. By far the superior team, they opened up in determined fashion, and keeping a firm grip on the game, led by 2-8 to 2-1 at half time. This seven points margin was a decided advantage, but the Barrs came back in the second half with a great bout of clever hurling, but found in their opponents a solid defence, which they failed to crack.
Cappoquin Tournament

Semi-Final
May 31, 1964
Cappoquin



Blackrock 2-8 Mount Sion 3-5
Mount Sion and Blackrock finished level in the second semi-final of the Cappoquin Field Improvement Tournament at Cappoquin. It was a game full of good hurling and exciting passages, especially in the second half.

Blackrock were in front 2-4 to 2-1 at half-time, but Mount Sion quickly levelled on the resumption. They had three fast points, and then they went ahead with a goal. Blackrock levelled with two points from John  Bennett and one from Tom Delea, but when a Mount Sion pointed free two minutes from the end it looked all over. However, in the dying seconds John Bennett, from a free, levelled matters again.

A draw was a fitting result, for there was never more than a goal in it at any stage and neither side would have deserved to lose on the hour's play. Both teams were strong in defence with Jimmy Brohan having a great game at centre back for Blackrock. Mick Cashman, in goal, and Mick Barry at full back were also in fine form. John Hayes was the better midfielder and John Bennett, Jer O'Leary and John Redmond were the pick of the forwards.

John Bennett(0-5); John Redmond(1-1); Flor O’Mahony(1-0); Jer O’Leary (0-1); Tim Delea(0-1);
Replay

August 20, 1964
Cappoquin


Blackrock 5-8 Mount Sion 2-7
Blackrock qualified for the Cappoquin Tournament final by defeating Waterford champions Mount Sion in a thrilling semi-final replay at Cappoquin. Both sides fielded at near full strength and served up an exhibition of top class hurling. Mount Sion opened the scoring after three minutes and with S. Power and F. Walsh in top form, forged into a two goal lead, but a goal from John Redmond left the Cork side trailing by only a goal (2-4 to 1-4) at the interval. Blackrock quickly equalised on the resumption and a well taken goal by D. Coughlan after five minutes, sent them into the lead. A brace o£ points from M. Flannelly left a point between the sides, but Blackrock came again and a goal and a point from Redmond and two points from Mick Waters, who was the most outstanding hurler on view, put them seven points in front. In the sparkling final ten minutes Mount Sion fought gallantly to bring down the deficit, but the Blackrock defence with goalkeeper Cashman, full back Tadg Falvey and Jimmy Brohan in brilliant form, held out strongly. Others to impress for the "Rockies" were A. O'Donovan. John Hayes John Bennett and John Redmond, who capped a fine display-with a personal tally of 3-3. 
Mick Cashman; Tadg Falvey, Andrew O’Donovan, Jimmy Brohan, John Redmond (2-2), John Bennett(1-3), John Hayes(1-0), Flor O’Mahony(1-0), Mick Waters; Donal Coughlan(0-2),
Final

April 11, 1965
Cappoquin


Glen Rovers 4-5 Blackrock 3-5
Glen Hovers are the first holders of the Cappoquin Senior Hurling Trophy presented by Messrs. Arthur Guinness, Son Company to the Cappoquin Field Development Committee. They met Blackrock in the final of the 1964 Development Tournament at Cappoquin.

The game produced good hurling and exciting exchanges in spite of wet and blustery conditions. Feature of the game was the last quarter rally by Blackrock which just failed. They trailed by nine points at the three-quarter stage but succeeded in cutting the margin to three points at the final whistle.

Glen Hovers however, deserved to win. They had an edge at midfield and in attack and except for the final quarter their defence was seldom in trouble. They led 2-1 to 1-1 at half-time. 

For Blackrock half-backs Jimmy Brohan and P. Boyd, and goalkeeper Mick Cashman were the pick of their defence, and John Bennett, John Redmond and Flor O'Mahony were the best of the forwards. 
Mick Cashman; Tim O’Connell, Mick Barry, Jim O’Brien; Con O’Leary, Jimmy Brohan, Pat Boyd; Eddie Burke, Maurice Slye; John Bennett(0-2), Flor O’Mahony(2-0), Kevin Cummins; John Redmond(0-1), Tadg Falvey(1-0), D.Joyce;

Subs:- Willie Galligan(0-2); 




Lord Midleton Tournament

Semi-Final
July 3, 1964
Midleton



Blackrock 2-10 Glen Rovers 3-7
Blackrock and Glen Rovers featured in the semi-final of the Midleton senior hurling tournament at Clonmult Memorial Park.
The game opened tamely, but ended on a high tempo as the Glen tried everything to get the winning score but were twarted by a sound Blackrock defence.
In the first half both sides served up some excellent passages but Blackrock, who trailed by 1-5 to 0-4 at the interval, should has been in front but faulty shooting told the tale.
Mick Cashman, Jimmy Brohan, John Hayes(0-1), John Bennett(1-5), Flor O’Mahony, Mickey Flaherty(1-0), Eddie Burke(0-2), Jer O’Leary(0-1), Mick Waters(0-1); 

No information of a replay.

Fr. Duane Memorial Perpetual Challenge Cup 
Final

August 17, 1964
Milford



Blackrock 3-4 Avondhu 3-4 
Avondhu held Blackrock to a 3-4 all draw in a tournament final which was contested under dull and heavy conditions. Due to these unpleasent circumstances, the game did not live up to expectations.

Its brightest play came in the last ten minutes, when Avondhu's successful rally was in progress. The enjoyment of this spell was marred by falling darkness and the view of Derry O'Connell's equalising goal was seen by very few in a moderately large attendance.
No information of a replay.

Liam Breathnach Cup

Round-1

July 24, 1964
Mallow



Mallow beat Blackrock 
No result or account of game, Mallow advanced to next round.

1965

County Senior Hurling Championship

Round-2

August 22, 1965
Cork Athletic Grounds


Blackrock 5-14 Passage 4-7

Skill and experience, aided by the most influential of the elements, wind, helped Blackrock's senior hurlers to a comfortable victory over Passage in their county championship encounter at the Cork Athletic Grounds. The wind had a vital bearing on Blackrock's win and on Passage's downfall.

Strong and forceful at times it aided Passage considerably in the first half when their opponents never looked the force they transpired to be in the second half. Blackrock on the resumption, after being led by a point at the short whistle, soon settled down with the wind behind their backs and using all their skill and experience quelled the Passage attack and after a fine goal in the third minute never looked back.
There were times in the first half of this game, when Passage looked like ousting their city opponents and advancing to the next round of the championship. They matched them in most departments and particularly in defence. At centre field Passage fielded Justin McCarthy who played so well in this sector for the county seniors and Eddie O'Brien, another promising youth who also donned the red jersey. For a while it looked as if this partnership would play a big part in Passage's bid for honours, as Blackrock's John Hayes and Mick Waters did not seem to have their measure early in the game. The Rockies pair, however, had their periods of supremacy as the hour progressed.

O’Brien gave promise of success in the third minute when he wound his way through a trio of defenders and his shot from about thirty five yards out was only partly stopped by Mick Cashman and it ended up in the net. The wisdom of pairing these two was again pinpointed ten minutes later when McCarthy hit a sideline puck all the way io the net from about 70 yards.

The Blackrock forward line in the first half never seemed to hit top form and in fact three of their opening points came from frees by John Bennett. Full-forward Flor O'Mahony got little scope from John Maxwell and the two corner men, star minor Richard Lehane and John Redmond were also held.

However, Blackrock showed up well in defence. Here particularly in the full line, where full back Mick Barry was faultless, they played their part in keeping the Passage scoring machine down to a minimum.

The Passage forward line always looked dangerous. They displayed a fine understanding and combined well. They led by 2-2 to three points alter fifteen minutes and after each side had swopped points, Charlie McGrath pointed to give Blackrock 0-5. Then came the village side's first goal. Right half forward Liam Galligan gathered after Richard Lehane's shot had been blocked and shot to an empty net. Points from Jonn Bennett (free), and John Redmond gave Blackrock the lead for the first time. Passage came back to equalise and near half time, Eddie O'Brien pointed from a free to give them an interval lead 2-5 to 1-7.

With the advantage of the wind, Blackrock were a far different fifteen on the resumption. They played with much more confidence and soon it was obvious that it would take a good Passage team to beat them. They assumed control at midfield when O'Brien and McCarthy were not the force they were earlier on in the game. Mick Waters in particular impressed, his supremacy, spearheaded the scoring potential of the forwards.
Flor O'Mahony and John Bennett exchanged places with John Bennett going in on the mark and Flor O'Mahony taking over the centre forward position. This move paid dividends and veteran O’Mahony inspired his team-mates with a fine exhibition until he was forced to leave the field due to an injury. The defence played even better than before. Veteran of many county and Munster championship, Jimmy Brohan. was superb at right corner and at right half Terry Kelly used all his skill and experience to help keep the half line intact. Right half forward Charlie McGrath put Blackrock on the winning trail with a well taken goal. Taking possession near the half way line, he soloed about fifteen yards before evading the tackle of an oncoming back and hitting all the way to the net.

Less than two minutes later Liam Galligan had another goal following a melee, and a point from Mick Waters made it 3-8 for Blackrock.

Passage tried hard to fight back, but only succeeded in momentary entries into Blackrock territory. After nine minutes Justin McCarthy received from a side line puck and his shot from about sixty yards went sailing over the bar, It was Passage's first score of the second half and they did not score again until the 26th minute. 

Things were looking rosy lor Blackrock and in the 13th minute Richard Lehane was rewarded for his efforts when he shot another goal. Blackrock's supremacy continued uninterrupted and with all their superiority, they could still afford to send over a dozen wides in this half. Each of the six forwards and one of the centre field men put their names on the scoring sheets. For a while Blackrock relaxed pressure and Passage came back to score again. After John Barry had pointed, Tom King had a goal in the 27th minute. In the dying minutes of the game a 21 yards free taken by McCarthy went all the way to the net. It was too late to pose a problem to Blackrock and served to give the scoreboard a more respectable look. 
Before the game, two minutes' silence was observed in memory of the late John Coughlan, the former Blackrock and Cork All-Ireland hurler, who died during the week

Mick Cashman; Jimmy Brohan, Mick Barry, Jimmy O’Brien; Jer O’Leary, Con O’Leary, Terry Kelly; Mick Waters(0-1), John Hayes; Charlie McGrath (1-1), John Bennett(0-6), Willie Galligan(2-1); Richard Lehane(2-0), Flor O’Mahony(0-1), John Redmond(0-4); 
Sub.: Kevin Cummins
Quarter-Final
October 3, 1965 
Cork Athletic Grounds


Blackrock 5-13 Imokilly 1-4

A second half collapse by Imokliiy, as complete as it was unexpected, left Blackrock in for a handsome 21-points win in the quarter-final of the Cork County Senior Hurling Championship at the Cork Athletic Grounds. From the spectator point of view, the collapse provided a big disappointment, for the second half-hour fizzled out into a dull, uninteresting game in which Blackrock monotonously piled on their lead almost without opposition and, midway through the half-hour, the crowds were streaming out from the grounds.

The collapse was surprising, for at the Interval, there was only a gap of three points in favour of Blackrock between the pair, and the divisional side had been hurling sufficiently stylishly during the splendid first half-hour to give their followers confidence that they would do even better in the second period.

Then, almost immediately from the throw-in, Blackrock slammed in their second goal and from the puck-out, they had the ball in the back of the net for their third. These shock scores obviously took all the fight out of Imokilly, for while Blackrock went on to add another two goals and seven points, the best Imokilly could do in the entire hour was a solitary point in the last quarter.

It is hard to find excuses for Imokilly’s eclipse. True, they had the stiff breeze to their back in the first half, but that died out for long periods in the second, so one could not say that playing against the wind was too much of a handicap. All through the first half, Imokilly were keyed-up, 
they displayed speed and strength as well as skill and even enjoyed a first quarter lead, but they were a completely cowed fifteen after those two disastrous goals on the resumption. 

As for Blackrock, nobody could gainsay their worth and nobody could deny that they were worth every point of their win, in fact, had they exerted themselves in the closing stages as much as they had earlier on, they would have probably ended up with an even bigger score.

Blackrock can thank one man in particular for their outstanding success. John Hayes at centrefield. He went like a steam-engine from the first whistle to the final aided by Charlie McGrath. More important still, they established superiority over the Imokilly pair and all through the second half, Hayes had a stranglehold on midfield play. He was master in the air as well as on the ground, and broke up any Imokilly attacks in the second half before they could begin to look dangerous.

Blackrock were well-balanced around Hayes. Veteran Mick Cashman made an early mistake which left Imokilly in for the opening goal of the match, but after that, what little he got to do he did very confidently. He was very well covered by a fine trio of backs in Con O’Leary, Mick Barry and Jimmy O'Brien, and although Terry Kelly and Jimmy Brohan in the half-back line lacked speed, the heavy conditions slowed play down to their pace and they were always compact defenders.

The Blackrock attack looked dangerous in the first half and sparkled in the second. They had two stylish marksmen in Dick Lehane and Willie Galligan, each of whom scored a goal and five points, while John Bennett and Flor O'Mahony were always a source of trouble to the Imokilly defenders.

Mick Cashman; Con O’Leary, Mick Barry, Jimmy O’Brien; Terry Kelly, Jimmy Brohan, Jer O’Leary; Charlie McGrath, John Hayes; Kevin Cummins, John Bennett(1-2), Willie Galligan(1-5); John Redmond(1-0), Flor O’Mahony(1-1), Richard Lehane(1-5);
Semi-Final
October 17, 1965
Cork Athletic Grounds



U.C.C. 3-8 Blackrock 1-11

The Cork County Senior Hurling Championship final of 1965 will be

an issue between St. Finbarrs and U.C.C. But the final will have to step up in power very much to make amends for the easy-going semi-final at the Athletic Grounds in which the students won well in the second half and had a scoreline of 3-8 to 1-11 at the end. It was a game that was as clean as a whistle and battled in a manly way, but there was more excitement in the first two minutes than for the rest of the hour. It was seen by a crowd of 12,397—receipts £1,360/6/10.

In a way the two goals which sent College leaping ahead within two minutes of the start put a wrong slant on the game because it would undoubtedly have been a much better finish had they had to battle their way up through the second half.

True, they did have to battle because they had led by only a single point at the interval but, they completely outplayed Blackrock from the restart and the Rockies goal, which was the third last puck of the game, helped to make defeat more palatable for the losers because the final decision was a matter of only three points.

Blackrock disappointed sadly in the second half and the team that came back after the change-about had little of the shrewdness which enabled them to beat down the Collage lead of the first half.

Disaster hit Blackrock in a little less than a minute of the throw-in, and ironically enough, it was a former Rockies man John O'Halloran who sent the ball all the way to the net from near the sideline. Cashman was beaten a second time within the two minutes when full-forward Jimmy Blake turned the ball at shoulder level and you had the unusual position of having two major scores before there was a wide ball at either end.

But to watch the behaviour of the Blackrock side in the next twenty-eight minutes up to the interval would hardly give you an indication that they were to fade out of it as they subsequently did. From Blake's goal right up to the break, they worked away carefully, swinging the ball around the place and picking off their points extremely well from play and from frees.

In fact, after just fifteen minutes John Bennett (2), Willie Galligan (2), Florrie O'Mahony and John Redmond had the Rockies level. Two minutes later Blake pointed and Galligan had them level again with twelve minutes of the first half still left, with the sun and the breeze. Blackrock took the lead with a Florrie O'Mahony point. They had thirty-seven minutes of the sixty still left and there was no reason to think they could not hold their own.

But this was to be the parting of the way. Seánie Barry's goal set the students on the move again before the interval and they never stopped until they found themselves in the county final seeking to recover the title they held two years ago.

Looking at the game it was hard to decide what went wrong with the Blackrock side which looked basically a strong championship team. It is doubtful if the two early goals by the College had all that upsetting an influence on the side. The very manner in which they battled back to come level and go into the lead showed that they had some spirit in them. But although the goals did kill whatever chance Blackrock had of going in there and tearing through the first half so as to have a working margin when the students turned on the steam near the end, the College side left one in no doubt that they were worth their victory.

This seemed to be a case where the age average mattered and the students had the pace when and where it mattered to force the Blackrock men to make rushed decisions. Nowhere did the College speed show up as much as in the half-forward department and at midfield, and it was pull around here which enabled them to keep matters moving.

Blackrock switched their midfield partnership without much success, and they also changed about a little in the defence. But the two men who were causing most of the problems, continued to add compound interest to all the College team investments. John O'Halloran on the "40" had his best game for a long while. He outplayed Jimmy Brohan and made very good breaks for the College attack. Their right-half Seánie Barry, was literally flying. Though he was up against one of the youngest and fastest men on the Blackrock side in Jer O'Leary, Barry made this his own game. Johnny Hayes was Blackrock's best midfielder, but it was the hard work of Billy Cronin in particular, smallish but untiring, which made all the difference.
College centre back Dan Kelleher looked slower than we had known him, but he was the man who severed the Blackrock supply line, and the shifting of John Bennett to the full line with Florrie O'Mahony moving out, did not make any difference. The students full back division held out well with Mick McCormack very sound and goalkeeper Tom O'Shea brought off one remarkable save.
Terry Kelly played a defending role yesterday, and he matched his experience against Dan Harnedv's pace and they broke just about even.

Blackrock's full back, Mick Barry, did well to hold Jimmy Blake to the one goal, and in the Rockies attack one looked to John Bennett, Willie Galligan and John Redmond to save the day. Kevin Cummins had a fair amount of the play at times without the finish. 
Mick Cashman; Con O’Leary, Mick Barry, Jimmy O’Brien; Terry Kelly, Jimmy Brohan, Jer O’Leary; Charlie McGrath, John Hayes(0-1); Kevin Cummins, John Bennett(0-3), Willie Galligan(0-3); John Redmond(1-2), Flor O’Mahony(0-2), Richard Lehane;

Sub:- Neally O’Keeffe; 
Senior Hurling League Group-B
Blackrock 3-8 St.Vincents 3-5; Blackrock 3-6 Passage 4-6; Éire Óg v Blackrock; Glen Rovers 5-9 Blackrock 4-2; Na Piarsaigh v Blackrock; U.C.C.;

Frank O'Connell, Mick Barry, Con O'Leary, Jimmy Brohan. Pat Boyd; Tom Dullea, Kevin Cummins; Jer O'Leary Flor O'Mahony. Eddie Burke; Donal Coughlan, Tadg Falvey. Mickey O'Flaherty. Maurice Slye; Richard Lehane; 
Douglas Hurling Tournament

Semi-Final
July 29, 1965
Douglas



Blackrock 4-11 Glen Rovers 5-7

Blackrock qualified for the final of the Douglas Hurling Tournament when they defeated Glen Hovers by a point in a thrilling game before a record crowd. The game, which was favoured by ideal weather conditions and an excellent pitch, produced some very exciting moments, and the final score gives some idea of the closeness of the game. Glen Rovers played with the wind in the first half and by the interval they had marked up a score of 4-6 to Blackrock's 2-3. However, at the restart, Blackrock put up a great fight, and they fought back to win by a point. The second half produced the best hurling and produced the most excitement. As the game entered its final moments, the excitement reached a fever pitch and it was only in the last five minutes of play that John Bennett for Blackrock put Ihe ball in the net and decided the issue. 
Mick Cashman; Tim O’Connell, Mick Barry, Jimmy O’Brien; Jimmy Brohan, Jer O’Leary, Con O’Leary; Pat Boyd, Mick Waters; Charlie McGrath(0-2), John Hayes(1-1), Willie Galligan(0-3); Kevin Cummins(1-2), John Bennett (2-3), Richard Lehane;

Final

November 12, 1967
Douglas


St.Finbarrs 4-11 Blackrock 4-8

St. Finbarrs confirmed their county championship semi-final form when they finished strongly to beat Blackrock in the much delayed Douglas senior hurling tournament final at Douglas. In the championship, Blackrock lost midfielder Mick Waters at a vital stage in the game, but yesterday he was the dominating influence on the game, so much so that at times the Barrs were out of it at midfield where Gerald McCarthy was held to a negative role for most of the game The first 15 minutes belonged to the Barrs and a 14th minute point by Terry Kelly was Blackrock's first score. A switch brought the former Cork and Munster hurler from centre forward to corner forward and there Kelly used his craft and skill to make plenty of opportunities for the other forwards as well as scoring an impressive 2-2 himself.

Blackrock improved considerably with the defence tightening up and the forward line taking its scores. Half time saw the Barrs ahead by two points, 1-7 to 2-2. A point from Kelly immediately on the resumption, followed by a point from a free by Willie Galligan, saw the teams level and three minutes later Neilly O'Keeffe put Blackrock ahead for the first time with a point. Charlie Cullinane had an opportunist goal for the Barrs in the 11th minute when he was unmarked to shoot home a pass from Charlie McCarthy, but O'Keeffe's goal a minute later, all the way from a free on the wing, countered this.

Cullinane pointed in the 13th minute to bring the teams level again. The pattern was repeated when the Barrs went 1-1 in the lead, but Blackrock's power hurling brought them level in the 20th minute. In the 23rd minute Cullinane pointed to give the Barrs the lead, but the deciding score came two minutes later when Charlie McCarthy goaled from Gerald McCarthy's pass and Con Roche finished the scoring two minutes from time with a point. 
Bernard Hurley, Mick Cashman, Mick Barry, Paddy Geary; Ger O'Leary(0-1), Con O'Leary, Frank Norberg; Michael Waters, John Hayes; Neilly O'Keeffe(1-1), Terry Kelly(2-2), Willie Galligan(0-2); John Redmond, Flor O'Mahony(1-0), John Bennett. 
Subs:- Pat Moylan; Simon Murphy;
Killeagh Hurling Tournament

Final

May 30, 1965
Killeagh


Blackrock 2-9 Imokilly 3-3

When Blackrock switched Mick Barry from defence to attack at half-time. Imokilly hopes faded at Killeagh last night, as the movement meant a three-point success for the Rockies, who were trailing up to the last ten minutes. The game, which was the postponed senior hurling tournament final of the Killeagh Festival Committee, was watched by several thousand people, who were treated to a game which favoured the East Cork divisional team for the greater part of the hour.

Missing from Imokilly were Paddy Fitzgerald and Noel Gallagher, and it gave Blackrock control at centrefield. Here Hayes and Delea were in command. Favoured with the first half breeze, Imokilly blended well and turned with a three-point lead (2-2 to 0-5). They piled on the pressure early in the second half, but the Rockies came back to wipe out the early deficit, and then, with less than five minutes left, Redmond and Galligan put the issue beyond doubt with a goal and two points. The Imokilly defence was good, but their loose marking, especially in the closing stages told the tale.

Blackrock scorers: John Redmond(1-1), Mick Barry(1-0), John Bennett(0-2), Willie Galligan(0-2),  Kevin Cummins(0-2), Con O'Leary(0-1), John Hayes(0-1). 

1966
County Senior Hurling Championship

Round-1

May 22, 1966
Cork Athletic Grounds


St.Finbarrs 5-4 Blackrock 2-1
St. Finbarrs outclassed and outpaced Blackrock to romp home to an easy win over Blackrock in their county senior hurling championship tie at the Cork Athletic Grounds. From their opening goal and a point in the first few minutes of play to the final whistle, the champions were in command and Blackrock were always fighting a losing battle. The Barrs played with a strong wind to their backs in the first half and turned over leading by three goals and three points, for Blackrock had failed to raise a flag during the first half-hour.

Blackrock whipped in two goals in as many minutes almost from the throw-in at the start of the second half and, with the wind behind them, they looked as if they were going to make a game of it. Barrs' stylish defence, however, held firm and weathered the storm, and the promised rally by Blackrock never materialised. The best that Blackrock could do in the remaining 28 minutes was add a solitary point, while Barrs stretched their lead by a further two goals and a point. While Barrs played to form, the game never reached any great heights, due principally to Blackrock’s failure to blend as a combination. They were mainly individualists and showed plenty of fire and energy, but, as the game wore on, it was obvious that their enthusiasm could not compensate for their lack of speed and skill, and was no match against the cool, methodical play of the Barrs. Barrs had a well-balanced team. They had a very good 'keeper in Jim Power, so had Blackrock, for that matter, in Bernard Hurley, but Power enjoyed the advantage that Hurley did not in that the Barrs man had fine cover from his backs. Tim Mullane was solid for the hour and Denis Murphy was always stylish. Barrs also had a definite pull in centre field, particularly in Con Roche. In their attack, they had a match-winner in Charlie McCarthy, who, although playing in the right corner, seemed to be wherever there was an opportunity. Inside, big, burly B. Murphy was a non-stop trier who broke the hearts of the Blackrock defenders all through the hour.

In the first half, however, when they were more on the attack than in the second, they displayed a bad fault in that their shooting was very faulty. They must have had a dozen wides in this period, many of which might have been scores. Perhaps the wind was responsible for this lack of accuracy, for Blackrock showed the same failing when they came more into the game in the second half. Apart from that, Barrs showed speed and cohesion that made them dangerous whenever they mounted an attack.

This was evident after Blackrock's early success on the resumption. Immediately after Blackrock's second goal, Barrs tore into it. The ball bobbed around the Blackrock net, with the Barrs forwards flinging themselves into the fight. Hurley stopped a shot at almost point-blank. 
Blackrock did not show up well in the comparison and, in the second half, they brought Jimmy Brohan, who lined out with the forwards, back to the defence. His lack of speed, however, was a severe handicap. The entire Blackrock defence was shaky under pressure, despite the best work of Tim O'Connell and Jer O'Leary. Their forwards tried hard, but they were out of touch with each other mostly, and their efforts were individual Barrs got off to a flying start with a point from Roche and a goal from Murphy in the opening minutes. After another point from Roche, the Blackrock defence blundered badly when a couple of them got in each other's way in the goalmouth, to let a ball slip through. McCarthy added his third point and then fired in a shot which M. Leahy deflected into the net for a neat goal. Blackrock rushed the Barrs defences on the resumption, and John Bennett crashed in a goal. Scarcely had the cheering died down when Richard Lehane slammed in a second. Barrs retaliated with a goal by McCarthy. Although Blackrock made desperate sorties, they only produced a point from Bennett. Barrs consolidated their position in the last ten minutes with another goal from Murphy and a final point from Leahy.

Bernard Hurley; Tim O’Connell, Mick Cashman, Jimmy O’Brien; Jer O’Leary, Jim Dorney, Paddy Geary; J.Kidney, John Hayes; Richard Lehane (1-0), John Bennett(1-1), Kevin Cummins; Donal Coughlan, Mick Barry, Jimmy Brohan;
Senior Hurling League Group-B
Blackrock 4-9 St.Vincents 2-1; Blackrock 3-6 Ballincollig 1-3; Passage 3-11 Blackrock 3-11;
Bernard Hurley; Con O’Leary, Jimmy Brohan, Flor O’Mahony, John Bennett, John Hayes, Willie Galligan, Neilus O’Keeffe, Mick Cashman, 
Liam Breathnach Cup
Quarter-Final
July 15, 1966
Bandon



Bandon v Blackrock 
No result or account of game.

Semi-Final
July 30, 1966
Midleton



Midleton v Blackrock 

No result or account of game.

Final

October 2, 1966
Cork Athletuc Grounds


Blackrock 7-7 Nemo Rangers 1-2

The scoresheet tells its own story in the final of the Liam Breathnach Cup final for, despite an early gallant effort from Nemo Rangers, the gap was all too wide between a senior and what was virtually an intermediate side. A feature of Blackrock's big win was the display of their All-Ireland player, John Bennett, who got 2-3 of their tally, while Neally O'Keeffe was also an extremely clever forward. 
Bernard Hurley; Jimmy Brohan, Mick Cashman, Jimmy O'Brien; Maurice Duggan, Con O'Leary, Ger O'Leary; John Redmond, Kevin Cummins; John Hayes(1-1), Neally O'Keefle(0-3), Richard Lehane; Flor O’Mahony(2-0), Tim O'Connell(2-0), John Bennett(2-3). 

Carrigdhoun Tournament

Semi-Final
June 17, 1966
Carrigaline



Blackrock 3-6 Carrigdhoun 1-9

The Senior Hurling Tournament, sponsored by the Carrigaiine Club got off to an auspicious start when under ideal conditions Blackrock narrowly defeated Carrigdhoun in the opening semi-final played before a good attendance. The half-way stage was reached with the score even, Blackrock 1-4; Carrigdhoun 0-7. With ten minutes to the final whistle, Blackrock enjoyed a two goal margin, but a 21 yard free for Carrigdhoun taken by J. K. Coleman went all the way to the net. In an exciting finish Blackrock weathered the storm to emerge good winners.

Blackrock scores were obtained by Donal Coughlan(1-1), Flor O'Mahony (1-0). Willie Galligan(1-0), Kevin Cummins(0-2). Richard Lehane(0-2), Michael Waters(0-1).
No information of the final.
Carrigtwohill Tournament
Semi-Final
July 1, 1966
Carrigtwohill



Blackrock 4-10 Avondhu 3-6

Championship contenders, Avondhu, failed to impress against Blackrock in the first semi-final of the Carrigtwohill S.H. tournament. Apart from the opening five minutes, during which they enjoyed a one goal lead, Avondhu trailed behind a Blackrock team that was powered by some of their talented minors.

In fact, full-back Paddy Geary and half-forward Neally O'Keeffe, were two of the most consistent hurlers with Blackrock, and their spirited, accurate hurling set the standard for their more senior colleagues. With Mick Cashman, Connie O'Leary, John Redmond and Kevin Cummins offering good support, Blackrock, who led at half-time by 2-5 to 1-1, were only troubled for a short period of the second half when Avondhu reduced the lead to a point. 
Scorers for Blackrock: Tim O'Connell(1-2): Mick Cashman(1-1); Neally O'Keeffe(1-1); John Redmond(0-3); Kevin Cummins(1-0); Willie Galligan (0-2); Pat Moylan(0-1):
No information of the final.
1967

County Senior Hurling Championship

Round-1

April 30, 1967
Carrigaline



Blackrock 4-7 Passage 3-10

Passage surprised Blackrock by the vigour and spirit of their second-half display in a thrilling Cork County S.H.C. first-round tie at Carrigaline. Leading by a mere three points at half-time after playing with a very strong wind, Passage showed surprising reserves of stamina and determination to hold Blackrock and go near to causing a surprise result.

Few would have given any odds for their chances at the short whistle. They hurled spasmodically and inaccurately with the wind, and their wastage of scoring chances was little short of criminal. Eight frees within scoring range were missed and all told they amassed 11 wides.

Blackrock were not seen as an attacking force in this period. They toiled at midfield, where Joe Murphy and Derry Doody hurled consistently well for Passage, and at half-back, where George Lee and Eddie O'Brien cut many openings. But they showed a promising potential up front, where John Bennett and Neilus O'Keeffe moved threateningly whenever in possession. This potential seemed about to be realised as Blackrock swarmed all over Passage on the restart. John Bennett whipped a ground ball to the net from 20 yards to level the scores within two minutes, and John Hayes edged them in front with a glorious point from 70 yards. Bennett rattled a great shot from his hand to the roof of the Passage net alter 36 minutes and we settled back in expectation of a comfortable Blackrock victory.
It did not materialise however. Passage clamped down on Blackrock's forwards, they continued to hold control at midfield, and with their forwards making more constructive use of their possession, they showed up Blackrock's many limitations. John Barry took over the free-taking duties from the unhappy John O'Reilly and his point in the 37th minute sparked Passage's revival.

Simon Murphy flighted over a point for Blackrock, but Passage had a morale-boosting goal immediately. John Horgan dropped a free in the square and Jim Horan whipped in a goal. A point from Billy Galligan and a goal from a free by Mick Cashman sorely tested the depth of Passage's resolve, and they were not found wanting.

Joe Murphy and Terry Kelly exchanged points before Eddie O'Brien climaxed Passage's; fighting display with the equalising goal from a "21" in the 51st minute.

The tension was tremendous during the vital closing stages, but two stern defences held grimly on to ensure a second meeting between two well matched sides. Blackrock never struck form. Their forwards in particular were disappointing, for John Bennett alone had the ability to slip a dour defence in which John Maxwell, John Horgan and Martin O'Donoghue were outstanding. John Redmond and John Hayes failed to break Passage's grip at midfield, and their most impressive players were in defence, where Bernard Hurley, Steve Crowley and Mick Barry hurled well. John Barry was always a source of trouble to them as was Jim Horan, George Lee and Eddie O'Brien. 

Both teams are to be congratulated on the speed of the hurling which generated tremendous excrement, particularly in the second half. The strong wind was a hindrance but so well did they play that the large attendance will look forward to the replay, particularly because of the absence through injury of Passage's Justin McCarthy and Blackrock's Jimmy Brohan. 
Bernard Hurley; Steve Crowley, Mick Barry, Frank Norberg; Simon Murphy(0-1), Con O’Leary, Jer O’Leary; John Redmond, John Hayes(0-1); Neilly O’Keeffe(1-1), Kevin Cummins, Willie Galligan(0-2); Terry Kelly(0-1), Mick Cashman (1-0), John Bennett(2-1);
Subs:- Flor O'Mahony; Pat Moylan;
Replay-

June 18, 1967 
Carrigaline



Blackrock 4-12 Passage 1-5
If Passage surprised Blackrock by their vigour and spirit in their drawn game, let there be no doubt now that the Rockies may have been overconfident on that occasion.

At the same venue Blackrock sent the large attendance homeward bound with only one thought, that after their immaculate and cohesive display to which Passage had no answer from the opening whistle, that the county s senior hurling trophy could well rest after a long absence in the fishing village. Let it be recorded, however, that from the throw-in Blackrock after a lightning and sensational onslaught which produced 2-1 within four minutes, never looked back and any impartial observer will from then on agree that whatever luck was going their opponents were definitely at the receiving end. Blackrock led 3-6 to 0-3 at half time.

Bernard Hurley; Mick Cashman, Mick Barry, Frank Norberg; John Redmond (0-1), Con O’Leary, Jer O’Leary(0-1); Mick Waters, John Hayes; Neilly O’Keeffe(0-4), Terry Kelly(1-1), Willie Galligan(1-3); Pat Moylan(1-0), John Bennett(1-2), Flor O’Mahony;



Quarter-Final
July 9. 1967
Passage


Blackrock 2-21 Carrigdhoun 3-11 

Blackrock sweated in the afternoon sun for 45 minutes at Passage, but the sun was not the cause for their anxiety. In this quarter-final of the Cork Co. Senior Hurling Championship, Blackrock found themselves behind by three goals at the interval, 0-5 to 2-8, and the team, except for a few exceptions, had yet to find its form.

Blackrock’s gradual fight back was climaxed by Billy Galligan's 45th minute point, which brought the teams level, 2-10 each. Despite the fact that Carrigdhoun regained the lead again from a point by Derry Coleman in the 56th minute. Galligan's point a minute later put the Rockies ahead, and they were never to look back. Blackrock’s strength, and above all their experience, told in the end. With veteran Cork star Mick Cashman marshalling his defence and Terry Kelly urging on the forwards, it was not surprising that Blackrock should finish on top, but what was a surprise was the Herculean display put up by the divisional side. With a bit of luck and a greater degree of accuracy in the forward line, Carrigdhoun could very well have sprung a surprise, but Blackrock did not disappoint their large following, and put in a storming finish to qualify for the semi-final.

Blackrock can thank Fr. Michael Waters that they were not further behind at half-time. He hurled with determination and strength in the first half and continually upset the otherwise smooth efficiency of the Carrigdhoun midfield pairing of Dermot McCarthy and Barry Wylie.

Carrigdhoun lined out short two of their original line-up, goalkeeper Martin Coleman and Cork intermediate player John O’Connell for John Lynch proved an able substitute. The team gave a spirited display in the first half and completely upset Blackrock. They were quicker to the ball, and, with the defence holding the potentiallv dangerous Blackrock forward line to five points, they seemed to have a reasonable chance of success if they maintained their form.

Their three-goal margin at halftime was impressive, yet they would not have been flattered by more. They missed some other scores and only for the brilliance of Bernard Hurley in the Blackrock goal, they might have scored an extra goal or two.

Blackrock realised their potential very soon after the resumption, with two goals in the space of five minutes. The second half was not even a minute old when Terrv Kelly lashed in the first from the wing and Billy Galhigan followed up quickly with a shot from near midfield, which was deflected out of the goalkeeper's reach by a defender.

With John Hayes now playing in peak form at midfield, Carrigdhoun lost their advantage at mid-field and the Blackrock forwards were getting the necessary supply of the ball. It was not until after the 45th minute that they made full use of it, wasting a handful of chances in the intervening period.

Once Blackrock sensed victory there was no stopping them. The forwards scored from all angles, even from the sideline, and they sent over 10 points in as many minutes. Carrigdhoun, in fairness to them, refused to accept the defeat which was inevitable. In fact, had they scored in the 43rd minute from a shot from Kevin Coleman, which Bernard Hurley
saved spectacularly, they could have knocked the bottom out of the Blackrock challenge, which at that stage was only blossoming. Coleman had a late-minute consolation goal from a 21 yards free, after two similar efforts had been saved in the first half. 
Bernard Hurley; Mick Cashman, Mick Barry, Frank Norberg; Jer O’Leary, Con O’Leary, John Redmond; John Hayes(1-1), Mick Waters(0-1); Neilly O’Keeffe(0-4), Terry Kelly(1-1), Willie Galligan(0-10); John Bennett(0-2), Flor O’Mahony, Pat Moylan(0-2);
Sub:- Simon Murphy;

Semi-Final
August 20, 1968 
Cork Athletic Grounds


St.Finbarrs 4-12 Blackrock 3-9

St. Finbarr’s emerged from an hour that produced as many moods and tenses as it did goals. It was a game that began on a high-powered level with a goal at each side within the first two minutes, saw St.Finbarr's
streak away and then Blackrock pin them back with the winners having more than enough to get home safety. It was also an extremely hard game, one with too much whistle and one which ended up 4-12 to 3-9 for the Barrs.

The start of the game was delayed by over ten minutes to enable most of the very big evening game attendance to see the start. By the end of it all there was no doubt that the Barrs deserved to reach the final. But there were enough "ifs" and "buts" to the game to give it a place in the 
much-discussed panel of controversial games between these two sides.

But it was a remarkable coincidence that the two potential stars of the game, two midfielders and who were marking each other, should have sustained bad injuries on different occasions. Gerald McCarthy went back on eventually as a sub for St. Finbarrs. Mick Waters' loss to Blackrock was even more obvious because at the time of his injury, which appeared to be purely accidental, they were already working off the effects of a bad scoring setback and as well, Waters was beginning to make his presence really felt. The string of positional moves did not help them.

But neither was there any doubt that the Barrs team was a far more businesslike side than that of a week ago against Sarsfields. They led 3-6 to 1-5 at the Interval, all the result of a fifteen-minute scoring windfall that had the Rockies very much with their backs to the wall. But it had not been so. This game was only thirty seconds old when John Bennett, who looked like muffing a ballooned pass by Willie Galligan, steadied himself and beat the Barrs 'keeper Power. The Barrs had a point and then, a minute and a half after the Rockies goal, Gerald McCarthy sent in a shot from the right which the Rockies' goalkeeper brought down but the force carried it sideways to the net.
They exchanged points then and Charlie Cullinane faced an incoming ball and batted it out beautifully in front of the flying Charlie McCarthy, who made it 2-2. Two quick points by Eric Philpott and another by Cullinane and on the 16th minute Mick Archer, who came on as a sub for the injured Gerald McCarthy, placed a ball for Pearse Freeney, who gave the 'keener no hope of saving it, and Cullinane added a point. The Barrs were then 11 points up.

The face injury to the Barrs midfielder brought with it a definite dropping off in the tempo of the game, and the Barrs flying up to then, now faced a Rockies side who began to pick off points well and came back to a 1-5 to 3-6 deficit at the break. Despite the two Barrs points just after the interval, Blackrock continued to push hard, but they had to wait too long for the two vital goals they needed to get them right out them right out there with a chance again. Their second chance came midway through the second half to make it 2-6 to 3-3 and they added two points after that, but the Barrs were far to comfortably placed when the Rockies eventually got goal number three, a great goal by Galligan from a free, and after that the winners had enough to go down and write it all off again.

There was a vast improvement in this Barrs team in a week. The forwards for one thing looked better and the backs had tightened up considerably.

Could Blackrock have possibly won this game? They might not have won it, but they would not have been anything like two goas down had the forwards the capacity to use the chances they got in the second half when they turned on the pressure and had the Barrs' lead cut to a goal.
There were blatant misses in front of the goal that, had they come off properly, might well have turned this dramatic game right around.
But of the two sides, the Barrs had much more class. Gerald McCarthy, before and after his injury (he returned just near the end when the Barrs were under pressure), inspired the side, and Con Roche, as a winger and midfield replacement, showed wonderful fire and accuracy, Charlie McCarthy came up with some great hurling and Charlie Cullinane worked 
his chances well.
One of the best tussles of the day involved Denis Murphy at centre back and Terry Kelly, who really put it up to the Cork defender. Kelly was then moved to midfield when Waters was injured and John Bennett was brought out. But the Blackrock side missed Bennett nearer the goal as time moved.

John Hayes worked hard against a very effective Freeney, who ended up with a personal total of 2- 4, and Jer O’Leary up front. Willie Galligan, for marksmanship, were most effective. Bernard Hurley in goal, got very precious little coverage at times. Paddy Geary and Frank Norberg had a good second half.
Bernard Hurley; Con O’Leary, Paddy Geary, Mick Cashman; John Hayes, Jer O’Leary, Frank Norberg; Mick Waters, Pat Moylan; Neilly O’Keeffe, Terry Kelly, Willie Galligan(1-6); John Redmond(1-0), Flor O’Mahony(0-1), John Bennett(1-2);
Sub:- Simon Murphy(0-1);
Senior Hurling League 

Blackrock 11-4 Passage 3-12; Blackrock w.o. Cloyne; Glen Rovers 7-7 Blackrock 4-7; Blackrock v U.C.C.; Na Piarsaigh 2-4 Blackrock 8-14; Blackrock v Sarsfields; St.Finbarrs; 
Final

June 26, 1968
Mardyke



St.Finbarrs 3-10 Blackrock 3-5

The brilliance of goalkeeper Jim Powerand the greater penetration of their forward division, won the Cork senior hurling league title at Mardyke Grounds, when they finished the stronger team and emerged winners by five points over a young Blackrock team. The game was won and lost at the three-quarters stage when substitute Willie Galligan goaled for Blackrock to give them a one point lead. Almost from the puck out Tony Connolly, playing at right half forward, regained the lead for the Barrs with a well taken goal and three minutes later full-forward Bernard Scully scored another to seal the issue.

Although Blackrock fought back and reduced the margin to three points, St.Finbarr's continued to be the more dangerous team in possession and late points from the inter-county McCarthys, Charlie and Gerald, really decided the issue in Barr's favour.
The only disappointing feature of an otherwise very good game was the turn of events which led to referee Frank Halbert of Glenville ordering two players to the line, Blackrock’s Ger O’Leary, Cork’s promising wing half-back, and St.Finbarrs Mick Archer. This happened ten minutes after halftime and on the basis that the game up to then had been fought out keenly and cleanly, a stern warning might have been forthcoming instead.
The loss of these two players had the effect of livening interest in the game. In the first-half St. Finbarr's, with a good midfield service from Gerald McCarthy, were first to settle down and after twenty minutes led 1-4 to 0-1. Then the 22nd minute Cork minor Denis McCarthy, who earlier saw a possible goal saved by Jim Power, met a cross from Neilly O'Keefle and hooked the ball out of the keeper's reach.

Blackrock, with centre-forward John Bennett proving a handful for Peter Doolan, came much more into the game following a switch which brought Pat Moylan out to partner Mick Waters at midfield. The Blackrock man, who hurled magnificently for the hour, worked even better with good support from Moylan, but the inability of the Blackrock full-forward line to take their chances cost the side many valuable scores.
True, veteran Terry Kelly got a valuable goal just before halftime which left Blackrock just a point behind. 2-2 to the Barrs 1-6, but he was too closely marked by Denis Murphy to be of any real danger and full-forward Mick Barry never got far with Mick McCormack and was later replaced. It was left to minor McCarthy in the corner, who apart from his goal, saw Power deprive him of another early in the second half when the 'keeper stretched out his hand to save a certain goal.

Bennett, despite playing with a bandaged knuckle for most of the game, was easily the Rockies' most dangerous forward and he used his speed and fitness to very good effect.

Charlie McCarthy never managed to break free of the attention of Paddy Geary but he worried Cork minor John Horgan who came out to replace the injured Kevin Cummins at centre-back, and McCarthy was also switched. Gerald McCarthy hurled strongly for the hour while Tony Connolly, Pearce Freaney and Bernard Scully worked hard in attack.

John Bennett had the sides level after five minutes of the resumption when he pointed from long range and it was another six minutes before the Barrs went ahead with a point from Freaney who quickly followed up with a similar score from a free. Then came Galligan's goal which paved the way for an exciting final quarter.

In the second half Blackrock hit seven wides, compared with two for the Barrs.
Bernard Hurley; John Horgan, Con O'Leary, Paddy Geary; Jer O'Leary, Kevin Cummins, Frank Norberg; John Hayes, Michael Waters; Neilly O’Keeffe(0-2), John Bennett(0-3), Pat Moylan; Terry Kelly(1-0), Mick Barry, Denis McCarthy(1-0); 
Subs:- Willie Galligan(1-0); Johnny Wade;
Others who played during the league:-Jimmy Brohan, Maurice Duggan John Redmond. William O'Keeffe. Simon Murphy; Tim O'Connell, Simon Murphy; Derry Doody;
1968

County Senior Hurling Championship

Round-1

May 12, 1968
Millstreet


Blackrock 6-7 Duhallow 3-11
Three minutes from the end of this thrilling first round County Senior Hurling Championship game at Millstreet, the scores were level and it was anybody's guess as to which side would advance to the second round, that is If the deadlock was to be broken. As it happened Blackrock snatched the winning scores with time running out and there was a great sigh of relief from their supporters when it was all over.
Duhallow have never made much of an impression in the hurling championship and even on home territory they started rank outsiders. But with the wind behind them they dictated the play right through the first half and were by no means flattered by their four points lead at half time (1-9 to 2-2).

At this stage Blackrock followers were not unduly worried for they felt once the wind favoured them the game would take a different pattern. John Horgan's point three minutes' after the resumption, which reduced the margin to a goal appeared to many people to be the first shot in the comeback effort, but soon the game took a dramatic turn when Duhallow went through for two quite unexpected goals.

The first of these came five minutes after the restart when T. Cronin raced through the Blackrock defence to send home a fine shot. Two minutes later Simon Stokes goaled from a melee in the corner of the square and with a sensational result now a live possibility, excitement reached a very high pitch.

Cronin put Duhallow seven points clear at the three-quarter stage and an element of panic became apparent in Blackrock's efforts to get the game swinging their way. They mounted all out assaults on the Duhallow goal but the backs stood firm and with only ten minutes left there was still a two-goal margin to Duhallow's credit.

A goal by Denis McCarthy narrowed the gap to three points and then Neily O'Keeffe brought it down to two. With four minutes remaining, John Bennett slipped Duhallow defence for a clever goal and for the first time during the hour Blackrock were in front, but only a single point.

Refusing to panic, Duhallow swept upfield in an all out effort to retrieve the situation and Brendan Buckley's point made it level pegging three minutes from time. Both sides were now playing themselves to a standstill in a desperate effort to carry the day. The break went to Blackrock when John Bennett got possession 30 yards from the Duhallow goal and he sent a low shot to the net for the decisive score. In the closing seconds with Duhallow realising that they had the game lost after putting up a magnificent show. Blackrock added two points to clinch the match

Played in a continuous drizzle, the game provided a good standard of hurling and showed Duhallow to be a far more potent force than expected. John Bennett was the man who got Blackrock through to the second round by snatching opportunist goals and Neily O'Keeffe, Mick Waters, Johnny Hayes, Ger O'Leary were others who battled very hard to turn the game their way. 

Bernard Hurley; Con O’Leary, Brian Tobin, Paddy Geary; Jer O’Leary, John Horgan(0-1), Frank Norberg; John Hayes, Mick Waters(0-1); Neally O’Keeffe(0-4), Simon Murphy, Pat Moylan; Denis McCarthy(2-1), Mick Barry(1-0), John Bennett(3-0);
Quarter-Final
July 7, 1968
Riverstown


Imokilly 5-12 Blackrock 2-9

Seánie Barry played his first game in the colours of Imokilly at Riverstown and he spearheaded the East Cork divisional side to a surprise but merited 12 points victory over Blackrock in the quarter-final of the Cork County Senior Hurling Championship. Playing in his customary right-half forward position, Barry scored a total of six points, three from frees, but he contributed much more by setting up many scores.

Blackrock, short four regulars, played their best hurling prior to half-time, when they trailed 1-5 to 1-7 but in the second half it was Imokilly who came out on top and the expected Blackrock challenge failed to materialise. However, Imokilly's impressive tally hardly does justice to the efforts of Blackrock, who despite the advantage of the wind in the second half, just could not get through for the vital scores. It was anybody's game up to the 40th minute when the teams were level 2-7 each but the strength of the Imokilly defence laid the basis for a strong finish which yielded two goals in the last minute.

It was plainly obvious before substitute Tim Buckley snatched his two scores, that Imokilly were heading for their first semi-final appearance in four years. They were hurling so confidently and getting the vital scores that only a superhuman effort could have saved Blackrock in the last quarter. While the city side were missing Pat Geary, Kevin Cummins, and Ger O'Leary in defence, as well as centre-forward Simon Murphy, Imokilly were without Pat Fitzgerald, the performance of the backs left the team in with a very good chance after the interval. But the attack was unable to get the better of the opposing defence, built around centre-back Willie Walsh.

In the first half it was Imokilly were first to settle down and after Seánie Barry placed corner-forward Matt Hegarty, one of the stars in attack, for a point, the Cork and Munster star himself pointed. With a mid-field pull from Ted Meaney and Willie Walsh, Imokilly piled on the pressure and after 14 minutes led 1-5 to 0-1, Blackrock's lone score coming in the third minute from John Bennett.

Earlier Cork minor John Horgan moved from centre-back, where he was obviously troubled by Noel Gallagher, to corner-back in a switch with Connie O'Leary. This helped the defence to become more effective and Blackrock came gradually into the game. After Denis McCarthy and Neil O'Keeffe had points in the 15th and 22nd minutes, McCarthy went through for a great Blackrock goal in the 24th minute and with points from Willie Galligan and O'Keeffe, Blackrock were back in the game.

Another move which helped the revival was the switch of left half-forward Pat Moylan to centre-field with John Hayes moving out, but the Moylan—Waters partnership did not last too long. Immediately from the throw-in Mick Waters pointed when the ball hopped in the square and over the bar and Pat Moylan's point in the seventh minute, left the sides level.

Two minutes later Cork minor Paddy Ring, moved to centre-forward instead of Gallagher, who went to the left wing, drove in a great shot which Blackrock 'keeper Bernard Hurley saved, but corner-forward Frank Keane finished the ball to the net. However, in less than a minute, Blackrock were level when Denis McCarthy had his second goal. Frustratingly for their supporters, Blackrock failed to make any further impression despite plenty of possession.

The move which brought Willie Walsh from mid-field to centre-back was a master one by the Imokilly selectors. The Youghal man kept a tight rein on John Bennett, who had a very good first half, and generally defended with outstanding success.

Despite the efforts of Mick Waters, who hurled excellently throughout and played himself to a standstill in his last game with Blackrock prior to his departure to Africa, Blackrock were getting nowhere in their attacking movements, and each time Imokilly swung from the defensive to the offensive, they invariably followed up with a score.

Noel Gallagher's 13th minute point made it 2-8 for Imokilly and after Seánie Barry pointed a minute later, Bennett pointed for Blackrock in the 15th minute. But Blackrock's next score came four minutes from time and in between Imokilly slowly but surely drew away from their opponents with well-taken scores.

Bernard Hurley brought off several fine saves for Blackrock while right half-back Frank Norberg often had the edge over Seánie Barry. Brian Tobin, back after two months in England, Connie O'Leary, John Horgan, John Wade, John Bennett, Pat Moylan, Denis McCarthy and Terry Kelly were others to impress for Blackrock.

Bernard Hurley; Con O’Leary, Brian Tobin, Brendan Cummins; Johnny Wade, John Horgan, Frank Norberg; Mick Waters(0-1), John Hayes; Neilly O’Keeffe(0-2), John Bennett(0-2), Pat Moylan(0-1); Willie Galligan(0-2), Terry Kelly, Denis McCarthy(2-1); 
County Senior Hurling League

Blackrock 1-12 U.C.C. 1-5; Passage v Blackrock; Ballincollig v Blackrock; Youghal v Blackrock;
County Cup
Top 4 League

Final

September 20, 1969
Cork Athletic Grounds



St.Finbarrs 4-11 Blackrock 3-7
St. Finbarrs, who beat Blackrock in the 1967 League final, repeated the form when they, outscored the same opposition in the final of the 1968 County Cup competition at the Athletic Grounds.

The Rockies, whose latest game had been the Championship semifinal, lost a number of great chances in the first half when they played with a very strong wind, but by half-time they were being led 3-1 to 1-3 by a Barrs side which played with infinitely more shrewdness.

The Blackrock side stayed with the Barrs score for score for about ten minutes but they were obviously not making the kind of headway they needed and were being led by two goals when substitute Denis McCarthy combined with Brendan Cummins for a goal, and then points by Pat Kavanagh and Neally Keeffe again had them only a point behind.

But they failed to keep up the pressure and the Barrs, for whom Denis Murphy and Tony Maher were in great defensive mood with Gerald McCarthy, now great in the centre, tapped their superior forward skill which had shown Charlie McCarthy and Charlie Cullinane in form. They absolutely dominated the closing minutes when Mick Archer had a goal and a point and Séamus Gillen a further two points.

Pat Moylan and Donal Collins gave the Blackrock side a great service from midfield in the first half with Simon Murphy, John Horgan and Brian Tobin the best of the defence.

Bernard Hurley; Brian Tobin, Paddy Geary, Gene Buckley; Simon Murphy (0-1), John Horgan(1-0), Frank Norberg; Pat Moylan, Donal Collins; Neilly O’Keeffe(0-3), Brendan Cummins, Jack Russell(1-2); Mick O’Loughlin, John Bennett, Denis McCarthy(1-0);
Sub:- Pat Kavanagh(0-1);
Ballinora Tournament

Semi-Final
August 8, 1968
Waterfall



Blackrock 3-11 Ballincollig 0-4
Blackrock qualified for the final of the Ballinora Senior Hurling Tournament beating Ballincollig on the score 3-11 to 0-4 in a game in which both teams were short some regulars. Having led 0-6 to 0-2 after a good first half, Blackrock pulled away on the resumption and ran out good winners.

Final

August 25, 1968
Waterfall


Blackrock v Na Piarsaigh 

No information of the final.
1969

County Senior Hurling Championship

Round-1

April 27, 1969
Cork Athletic Grounds



Blackrock 5-9 Seandun 3-4

Blackrock had nine points to the good at the end of their Cork Senior Hurling Championship game at the Athletic Grounds, and it is certain it might have been as much as nineteen had Seandun not had the services of goalkeeper Pat O'Sullivan of Delanys' club who played the most spectacular individual performance. The Rockies who showed infinitely better understanding began to break away from the city divisional opponents just coming up to half time and made it 5-9 to 3-4 at the end.

Blackrock carried that bit more potential all the time but there were times when vigorous Seandun hinted that, with a bit of luck they might pull off a surprise. Three minutes into the second half they were only two points behind after John O'Suliivan of Brian Dillons connected brilliantly with a cross from Jerry O'Shea who had brought it back from the line but while they battled gamely, the odds were very much against them. And the man who set up the odds with five minutes to go and Seandun four points back, was Denis McCarthy in the left corner. He had a goal at a time when Seandun had reached the stage when they strove for the last great push. Two minutes after that McCarthy had yet another and the Rockies were then totally on top and tacked on a couple of points to prove their superiority. Seandun, who had to produce a new midfield arrangement in the second half, saw John Horgan and Pat Moylan find their best form coming up to the last quarter and by then, half-forwards Neally O'Keeffe, Simon Murphy and former intercounty wing back Jer O'Leary, yesterday as a left half-forward, had things moving very well and Seandun had no answer to it. 
The 'Rockies forwards had much more power than the Seandun six who clearly lacked experience although producing all the enthusiasm needed. The feeling that their eighth minute goal by Jerry O'Shea to put them a point up, would be just the tonic they needed to make it a close one, was not completely borne out and while they pretty well managed to get the goals to coincide with Blackrock's bigger scores they needed a few more of the type scored by John O'Sullivan immediately after the interval when led 2-7 to 2-2, if they were to show how it was done.

Full back Brian Tobin was sound and while Teddy O'Neill showed some great stuff on the "forty", Jack Russell's forceful hurling, tied up with a midfield pull, brought the Rockies away.

The winners brought on Jimmy Brohan to the right corner-forward position in the second half, and he certainly managed to keep things moving.

Seandun 'keeper Pat O'Sullivan brought off a succession of really spectacular saves across the hour and especially in the second half when the Rockies were getting on top. 

Bernard Hurley; Con O’Leary, Brian Tobin, Paddy Geary; Brendan Cum-mins, Jack Russell, Frank Norberg; John Horgan, Pat Moylan(1-2); Neilly O’Keeffe(0-5), Simon Murphy, Jer O’Leary(0-1); Denis McCarthy(3-0), John Bennett, Kevin Cummins(1-1);
Sub:- Jimmy Brohan;
Quarter-Final
July 6, 1969
Cork Athletic Grounds


Blackrock 5-15 Sarsfields 2-3

Blackrock had it easier than expected when they beat Sarsfields 5-15 to 2-3 at the Athletic Grounds. This was a case where success in the minor grade over the years and the experience of their younger candidates in the minor and under-21 inter-county sides, were Blackrock's biggest, assets. They had a fast, young side and with a 17th minute lead of lour points, extended to 1-9 to 0-3 at the interval they were on the way to victory on the performance of Sarsfields up to then. The Glanmire side found their feet more strongly in the second half but by then Blackrock were running really well. With seven minutes left it was 4-15 to three points and Sars in a great last spurt goaled twice to prove that they could do it.

Frank Norberg, Simon Murphy, John Horgan in defence and, very definitely, Neally O'KeefTe at left hall-forward, were the chief architects of a very promising Blackrock side. Individual duel of the day was between Tom O'Donoghue of Sars and John Bennett, and while the Blackrock man got 2-2, the Cork full-back did a great, job in holding it to that with such lack of assistance generally.

Bernard Hurley; Jimmy Brohan, Brian Tobin, Paddy Geary; Simon Murphy, John Horgan, Frank Norberg(0-1); Pat Moylan(0-4), Donal Collins; Pat Kavanagh(1-1), Jack Russell(1-2), Neilly O’Keeffe(0-5); Brian O’Loughlin, John Bennett(2-2), Brendan Cummins(1-0);
Semi-Final
August 24, 1969
Cork Athletic Grounds


Glen Rovers 4-8 Blackrock 1-10
Glen Rovers qualified for the county, hurling final when they scored a thoroughly merited win over a young up-and-coming Blackrock team at the Athletic Grounds. The game never attained its expected standard, although at one stage in the second half it seemed to possess all the ingredients of a thriller.

Eleven minutes after the re-start the Rockies pulled back a four points interval deficit and went ahead by a point with a well taken Jack Russell goal. In doing so, they had shown tremendous class and seemed fully poised for a final engagement against the College. But at this point a giant emerged, a man who was to play a crucial part in the outcome and who, in most opinions, was responsible for a single-handed defeat of Blackrock.

The paramount figure was redoubtable midfielder Denis Coughlan, who progressed from greatness to immortality in an evening of brilliance.

The Glen seemed to have lost their rhythm at this vital time and were constantly reeling before forceful attacks sparked off for the most part by centre-back John Horgan and successfully carried- through by lithe wing forward Neilly Keeffe. Both were paving a triumphant victory path and within an hour looked like being the Toast of Blackrock.

But fate was to attest differently and, instead, it was, to be Coughlan's night. The sturdy midfielder humbled the best that Blackrock could provide, performed a one-man show in the middle of the field and won the game with a succession of crisp, intelligent passes to his forwards. He placed Teddy O'Brien for a beautiful levelling point and shortly afterwards saw another of his passes being whipped to the net by Mick Kenneally. These were the scores which rapidly diminished Blackrock's prospects but the last flicker of hope was extinguished when full-forward Liam McAuliffe centred a high ball from the left wing. Goalkeeper Bernard Hurley seemed to be at ease in anticipating it, but inexplicably misjudged it as it dropped over his head and into the net near the left-hand post. 

Everything was lost with that goal and chances of a revival were absolutely dashed when a goal by Willie Cronin was whistled back for a free. There can be no doubt but that the Glen's passage was smoothed by two soft goals, the first and the last. The first goal after only a couple of, minutes play was a tragedy for Blackrock. A weak close in free by

forward Mick Kenneally struck a Blackrock player's hurley and fell over the line for a very easy goal.

Two points were quickly added but after ten minutes Blackrock struck a purple patch which yielded three brilliant points and some dazzling play. But the Glen asserted control slowly and showed typical opportunism in the manner they picked off their second goal after 25 minutes. A Kenneally effort was blocked by goalkeeper Hurley but O'Brien collected the falling ball to palm a very good goal. This placed them ahead by 2-3 to 0-5 at the break, but in view of the strong wind which was to assist them on the turn-over, Blackrock had every reason to be confident. However, they failed to maintain the devastating form they showed in the opening minutes, and with a tower of strength in the form of Denis Coughlan arising, there was good reason for dismay.

Blackrock had their outstanding performers in Neilly O'Keeffe and John Horgan. Others to show well in defence were Frank Norberg and Simon Murphy, but they were unfortunate to lose full-back Briar Tobin early in the game. Good in the forward division were Jack Russell and Brendan Cummins.

Bernard Hurley; Jer O’Leary, Brian Tobin, Paddy Geary; Simon Murphy, John Horgan, Frank Norberg; Pat Moylan(0-1), Willie Cronin; Neilly O’Keeffe(0-4), Brian O’Loughlin, Jack Russell(1-3); Brendan Cummins(0-2), John Bennett, Denis McCarthy;
Subs:- Gene Buckley; Pat Kavanagh;

County Senior Hurling League

U.C.C. 3-10 Blackrock 4-8; Blackrock v Na Piarsaigh; Blackrock 1-6 St.Vincents 2-5; Blackrock 2-11Youghal 1-6; Glen Rovers v Blackrock; 
Ted O’Sullivan Benefit Match
March 30, 1969


Castlemartyr



St.Finbarrs 1-8 Blackrock 2-4

Finbarr's had a narrow win when they defeated Blackrock in a challenge game for a beautiful silver cup presented by Castlemartyr club, in aid of the Ted O'Sullivan Benefit Fund at Castlemartyr. The game, a thriller from the throw in, took on all the keenness of a championship tie.
After being led on to the field by the Midleton Holy Rosary Brass and Reed Band, from the throw-in, Blackrock getting off to a flying start with a strong breeze, Neally O'Keeffe had a point within minutes. It was all Blackrock for the first quarter when they had 2-1 to nil. The Barrs carried a tough half-back unit in the first half, and despite the dazzling solo runs by Charlie McCarthy. The Barrs could only manage to notch three points in this half.
Tlme and time again when the Barrs swept down the field, the Blackrock backs, especially Jimmy Brohan and goalkeeper Bernard Hurley, cleared in face of terrific pressure.
Blackrock had the advantage at the interval, 2-2 to 0-3. Charlie McCarthy reduced the deficit for the Barrs shortly after the resumption with a well-taken point. Following some grand pieces of combination between the 'Barrs forwards, Charlle had a fast goal entering the last quarter. With only a point separating them, Gerald McCarthy came on to replace Brendan Keneally. Gerald went to centre-field to partner Séamus Gillen.

The Barrs dominated the centre with combination. Charlie Cullinane made it level pegging when he sent a long drive over the bar. Charlie McCarthy put the Barrs ahead for the first time when he had another point. Pat Moylan put them level again when he had a neat point for Blackrock. Excitement was tense after this score and the large crowd went on tip-toes as each team tried for the initiative. The 'Rockies backs were again subject to terrific pressure and again Hurley was outstanding when he brought off a marvellous save from Charlie Cullinane.

Gillen put the 'Barrs ahead again with a point in the dying minutes and Con Roche had another. With time running out, Blackrock swept down the field and again O'Keeffe had a gem of a point from a very acute angle. John Horgan had two frees for Blackrock and with the issue, in the melting pot he just sent wide of the posts. A draw would be a fair result as both sets of forwards wasted some fine opportunities to convert to scores. 
Bernard Hurley; Jimmy Brohan, John Horgan, Brian Tobin; Paddy Geary, Brendan Cummins, Frank Norberg; Pat Moylan(0-1), Jack Russell; Neilly O’Keeffe, Kevin Cummins(0-1), Brian O’Loughlin; John Hayes(1-0), Con O’Leary(0-2), John Rothwell(1-0);
West Cork Hurling Tournament

Semi-Final
June 1, 1969
Ballineen



Passage 2-15 Blackrock 2-13

Passage hurlers turned in another very encouraging performance when they defeated Blackrock in the semi-final of the tournament held in conjunction with the opening of the Ballineen-Enniskeane Community Festival. Both sides fielded short a few regulars.
Having led 0-10 to 0-9 at the short whistle, the Passage forwards turned to good account the steady service received from the brilliant all-round display of Joe Murphy at midfield. The closely-marked Eddie O'Brien still managed an intelligent distribution to fellow-forwards Bernie Meade, George O'Sullivan, Jimmy Horan and John Barry, each of whom rounded his opposite number at will to put Passage into a seven points lead. Redoubtable fighters that they are, the Rockies made valiant efforts to pull the game their way, and Neally Keeffe and John Bennett were always prominent in testing the Passage defence. Passage survived a late Blackrock onslaught to record a 2-15 to 2-13

